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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

INTRODUCTION AND OBJECTIVES 

This report presents the findings of an endline survey and impact assessment of the Banking on Change project; an initiative of Care, Plan and Barclays to deploy financial services to 54,000 direct beneficiaries in Ghana.  The impact assessment seeks to identify the actual changes in the socio-economic livelihood of YSLA member households during and after implementation, to enable corrective action to be taken if necessary, and to provide information for improving the design of future interventions. The assessment was conducted between September and November 2015.

METHODOLOGY

In achieving the objectives of the assessment, a mixed method approach was employed, combining both quantitative and qualitative methodologies. Under these methods, YSLA groups interviewed at baseline were reached with quantitative survey using the same instrument used at baseline with some additional questions. In addition to the quantitative survey, focus group discussions were held with a cross section of YSLA members to validate key findings in the quantitative survey results and gauge the extent of attribution of changes to the YSLA intervention. 

KEY FINDINGS

The report makes the following findings. 

Impact of YSLA on Household Livelihood conditions

· The proportion of YSLA households with the likelihood of poverty significantly reduced from 35 percent to 30 percent at the end of the project. 
· While the proportion of YSLA members who undertook house improvement reduced from 41 percent at baseline to 19 percent at endline, the average amount spent on house improvement increased from GH¢222.72 to GH¢364.40. 

· The proportion of YSLA members investing in productive assets also increased by 16 percent from 32 percent at baseline to 48.7 percent at endline.
· There has been an increase in the average number of assets owned in livestock such as cattle (from 2.88 to 13.57), sheep (5.20 to 7.80), goat (1.40 to 7.05) and chicken/duck/guinea fowl (7.50 to 14.20).
·  The quantity of food consumed and number of months of food cover witnessed no significant change. 
· The number of YSLA households living without food for at least one day in the past 6 months reduced from a baseline figure of 16 percent to 12 percent.
· Similarly, quality of household food consumption remained relatively the same over time. 
·  Expenditure on education however increased over the period. Thus percentage of YSLA members who invested in their own education increased from 11.5 percent at baseline to 22.9 percent at endline. Similarly, investment in household children’s education increased from 32.8 percent to 45 percent.
· Average amount spent on own education increased by GH68.13 (i.e. from GH136.36 to GH204.49). Similarly, mean amount spent on children’s education increased from a baseline figure of GH¢235.66 to GH¢270.40. 

The recorded improvement in livelihood was corroborated by the results of YSLA members’ perception of change as well as underlying factors contributing to that perceived change. For example:

· Overall, about 21.9 percent out of 13.9 percent indicating significant improvement in quality and quantity of their meals attributed the change to YSLA. Similarly, 77 percent of the 52.8 percent of members reporting slight improvement attributed the change to YSLA.

· About 18.3 percent of 12 percent of YSLA members that perceived significant improvement in household children’s access to education attributed the improvement to YSLA. Similarly, about 81 percent of 55.2 percent that reported slight improvement in household children access to education attributed the change to YSLA. 

Impact of YSLA on household economic situation

· The findings reveal that YSLA programme has generally improved access to loans to members in terms of number of beneficiaries, number of times that loans are available and size of loan. 

· YSLA intervention accounts for almost all loans contracted by their members (98.3 percent). YSLAs are also the major savings mechanism for members. However, the number of YSLA members hiring labour has declined from a baseline figure of 34.1 percent to endline figure of 22.3 percent. 

· The number of YSLA members involved in IGAs slightly increased from a baseline figure of 30.7 percent to 33.9 percent. The volume of IGAs have also increased from a baseline figure of GH¢204.81 to GH¢282.42 suggesting that the economic situation of members has been impacted positively although not to the level in which it could change their susceptibility to poverty.

Impact of YSLA on Women Empowerment Outcomes

· The findings of the study reveals that the YSLA programme have generally contributed positively to improving members’ self-esteem and their perception of social position. Specifically, female YSLA members with high self-esteem increased from 78 percent at baseline to 86.3 percent at project end. 

· In addition, the YSLA project was found to have significantly increased women involvement in household decision-making. A similar observation could be made about the programme’s contribution to increased women’s control over own resources and household material resources. The YSLA programme has also impacted significantly on the number of women who occupy leadership positions in their communities.

Recommendations
· Include income generating activity based on local economic opportunities as a key component of future BoC intervention to enable the ultra-poor to make regular savings to the scheme. It came to light during the assessment that the very poor were more likely to abandon the YSLA groups. Most reasons cited were their inability to make regular savings due to absence of income generating activity. For the BoC intervention to enroll the ultra-poor, the package should go beyond financial inclusion to direct support/intervention in areas of income generating activities. 

· Include capacity building activity in best agronomic practices, climate smart agriculture to stimulate productivity of poor farmers to increase their yield and ability to participate meaningfully in future BoC schemes. Thus bad weather was cited as the main bottlenecks to increased agricultural productivity as such providing direct support as a key component of future BoC intervention should be considered.  
· Record keeping still remains a challenge to a number of YSLA members. Whiles most beneficiaries appreciate the need for record keeping as a catalyst for business planning and growth, translating such knowledge into practice remains a challenge. Future interventions should consider deepening capacity building efforts to achieve a sustained outcome.

· Future intervention should intensify the financial literacy and business skills component to broaden the horizon of youth groups to explore external funding to grow their businesses.
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 About Banking on Change

Commenced in 2009, Banking on Change is a partnership between Barclays, CARE UK and Plan UK. It originally set out to deliver a savings-led microfinance programme with the aim of improving the financial inclusion of people in 11 countries across Africa, Asia and South America. Using a savings led microfinance methodology, Banking on Change mobilised individuals into savings groups to save regularly, and in turn borrow small amounts at a fair rate of interest agreed by group members. In phase 1, Banking on Change established over 21,000 new groups who accrued over $6.5m in savings and loaned out over $5m. Nearly 500 groups have been formally linked to group accounts in branches of Barclays in Uganda, Ghana, Tanzania or Kenya.

Barclays renewed its commitment to the partnership through an additional three-year investment in a second phase of Banking on Change (2013 to 2015). In phase 2, the partnership has used the same savings-led microfinance methodology established in phase 1 as a springboard for implementing a more focused and in-depth programme targeted at young people in seven countries (Egypt, Ghana, India, Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia). The specific aims are:

· Support young people in setting up 10,000 youth savings groups.

· To provide an expanded range of in-depth financial literacy, employability and entrepreneurship skills training to over 330,000 beneficiaries, of whom 75 percent will be under 35.

· To support the establishment of around 41,000 income-generating activities and small businesses that will be sustained over the course of the programme.

· To link over one-third of Banking on Change savings groups in Africa (approximately 5,000) to Formal Financial Institutions, including Barclays. A proportion of individual group members will also be linked to personal bank accounts.

In Ghana, the Phase 2 expanded geographically and trained and used community volunteers. It also focused more on work with youth and on more skills-building to achieve additional impact. New savings groups formed made up solely of youth. Additional skills development was deplored to support young people by allowing them to identify and sustain viable economic activities. 

	Targets of Banking on Change
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54,000 rural households with improved savings and access to credit
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2,700 YSLA groups identified and reached with YSLA approach
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7 regions (Upper West, Brong Ahafo, Volta, Ashanti, Eastern, Central and Northern)


The existing members were maintained and the programme offered them the opportunity to harness new skills and improve their business and financial outcomes. The intent is to reach 54,000 direct beneficiaries, 2,700 groups, of which 1,650 will be new youth savings groups. 32,000 beneficiaries will be new young people and 21,000 beneficiaries will be carried over from Phase 1, of whom 39 percent will be aged between 10 and 35. Around 76 percent of all beneficiaries (41,167) will be under 35. 216,000 indirect beneficiaries will be reached through households.
1.2 Objective of the Survey

In monitoring for results, the programme developed a set of indicators in its monitoring and evaluation (M&E) framework to help measure its performance over time. A baseline study was then carried out using the YSLA member survey methodology with a representative sample of the groups formed during the first and second year. In the third year, as the project draws to a close, there is the need to assess the impact of YSLA on the socio-economic status of the people using the same members who were visited during the baseline. This report therefore presents the findings of these socio-economic changes within YSL member households by comparing the baseline with the end line results.  
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2.0 PROGRAMME AND COUNTRY CONTEXT 
2.1 Programme Context
It is widely recognized that having access to basic financial services can transform the lives of vulnerable households. Over 2.5 billion people in the developing world are considered ‘financially excluded’– that is, they do not have access to financial services, such as savings, bank accounts or credit.
 In Ghana about 73 percent of the 24 million populations are considered financially excluded.
 More than 53 percent of the population saves with their relatives/friends/neighbours with only 14.7 percent saving with the bank.
 It is within this context that Plan, CARE and Barclays have been working together in a unique partnership to tackle this issue not only in Ghana but also in 6 other countries (namely, Egypt, India, Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia) by creating linkages to formal financial services. 
2.2 Country Context[image: image67.jpg]JMK CONSULTING, LLC
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37 55.3 6.5 1.2

Ghana, with a population of about 24.3 million, is considered as one of the success stories in Africa mainly for its democratic credentials, sustained economic growth and impressive poverty reduction credentials. Ghana has maintained a positive economic growth; recording an average annual GDP growth rate of 5.7 percent (from 1984 to 2011) with a current GDP per capita (PPP) of about $3,000.

The country’s record attainment of the first Millennium Development Goal (MDG1) of halving poverty and hunger earlier than the target year of 2015 is most significant and unparalleled. The overall poverty rates have declined substantially over the past two decades from 51.7 percent in 1991-1992 to 28.5 percent by 2005 to 2006. These developments attest to the country’s encouraging socio-economic progress over the last two decades; with the agricultural sector contributing significantly to this effect
.
However, despite the significant poverty decline at the national level, regional disparities exist. Some regions did not record improvement in poverty, particularly the three northern regions where high poverty levels continue to linger. 

Ghana has a very young population with 40.1 percent of the population under 15 years and about 5 percent within the older age category (65 years and above), and this has not changed much since 2003. This leaves Ghana’s dependency ratio
 of 82 percent very high (Table 2.1). 

Available data shows that only 8 percent of households in Ghana had four or more rooms for sleeping; most (54 percent) had one room. Most households (85 percent) have finished floors (cement), with only 12 percent of households having rudimentary or natural flooring material (i.e. earth/mud). Most houses (67 percent) have been roofed with iron sheet with 14 percent roofed with palm leaves. Mud and cement are the main materials used to construct exterior walls of many houses in Ghana.
 

Most people in Ghana do not have access to credit with only 27 percent having successfully accessed credit from both formal and informal sources. Many Ghanaians access loans from relatives/friends/neighbours (53 percent), traders (15 percent), banks (14 percent) and co-operatives (4 percent) (See Table 2.1). Moreover, access is particularly low for urban dwellers than rural households. 

TABLE 2.1 Key National Statistics on Project Indicators
	ITEM
	INDICATORS
	NATIONAL STATISTICS

	Demographics
	Sex ratio
	94 males to 100 females


	
	Dependency ratio
	82%


	
	Children under 15 years
	40.1%


	
	65 years and older
	4.7%


	Economy 

	% of people living below poverty line
	28.5

	
	Economic activity
	Agriculture (55.8%), trade (15.2%), manufacturing (10.9%)

	Education

	Literacy rate
	66.6% 

	
	Literacy rate, adult female (ages 15+)
	60%

	
	Literacy rate, adult male (ages 15+)
	73%

	
	Gross Enrolment Rate
	95.2 %


	Food security

	Diet quantity - % of people who are food energy–deficient
	51.4%

	
	Diet diversity (number of food groups out of 7)
	5.8 or 82.8 %

	
	Economic vulnerability: %age of

expenditures on food
	64%

	Children involved in IGAs

	
	97.8%

	Access to credit

	Ghana
	27.4%

	
	Urban
	24.1%

	
	Rural
	29.8%

	
	Major sources of loans
	Relatives/friends/neighbours (53.4%); traders (15.3%); bank (14.7%), co-operative (4%)


2.4 Description of Project Areas
The Ghana Youth endline survey was conducted in seven regions in Ghana, namely the Northern, Upper West, Central, Brong Ahafo, Ashanti, Eastern and Volta Regions. The socio-demographic characteristics of the regions are shown in Table 2.2 below. The data shows that, agriculture constitutes the main source of economic livelihood for most of the regions. Upper West and Northern are the most poverty endemic regions with 89 percent and 53 percent respectively of the population falling below the adopted national poverty line of $1.25 a day
. The poverty rates in the Upper West and northern region compare unfavorably with the national poverty rate of 28.5 percent. Further all the project locations are mostly rural with low population densities. In addition, all the regions have youthful population, with high dependency ratios, implying an additional economic burden on the active population. 
TABLE 2.2 Demographic Characteristics of Project Areas

	Demographic Profile
	Population
	Sex ratio (male: female ratio)
	Literacy rate (%)
	Main source of economic activity
	Poverty head count (%)

	Upper West
	702,110
	0.95
	24.4
	Agric 
	70.7

	Northern
	2,479,461
	0.98
	22.6
	Agric
	50.4

	Brong Ahafo
	2,310,983
	0.98
	44.6
	Agric 
	27.9

	Ashanti
	4,780,380
	0.94
	60.5
	Agric & trading
	14.8

	Eastern
	2,633,154
	0.96
	56.6
	Agric & trading
	21.7

	Central
	2,201,863
	0.91
	51.9
	Agric 
	18.8

	Volta
	2,118,252
	0.93
	52.6
	Agric 
	33.8

	National
	24,658,823
	0.95
	53.4
	Agric 
	30.9
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3.0 Methodology

CARE International in Ghana contracted JMK Consulting to conduct the end of project evaluation on the BoC programme in Ghana. The focus of the end of project evaluation was to establish the change in the key outcome and impact areas and the change levers such as change in poverty levels, household assets, quality of housing, food security, children’s rights, and access to health care, savings and access to credit, income generating activities, and investment, self-image and self-esteem, gender relations in the household, and the level of community participation, outlined in the BoC theory of change 

The endline survey and impact assessment used a mixed methods approach, combining both quantitative and qualitative methods. The quantitative research used a non-experimental design for pre-post comparison of results. The surveys were “beneficiary-based”, thus, the samples were drawn randomly from sample frames composed of all households with YSLA members in communities where BoC is operational. The sample sizes were determined to provide statistically representative results for household and individual level indicators at the project level. Using a combination of participatory methods and tools, the qualitative studies offer complementary information on norms that affect YSLA members’ 
Data collection for the Ghana youth endline survey took place between September 2015 and November 2015, in 7 regions. The enumerators interviewed YSLA members in their households individually using CS Entry (an android version of CSPro software) application on mobile tablets. Each enumerator worked to complete approximately nine questionnaires per day. In total, data was collected on 745 individual YSLA members for the baseline. The same 745 individuals should have been reached with interviews for the end-line survey but only 525 were available at the time of the survey primarily because of their migration out of the village or their absence during data collection. Out of 525 YSLA members reached with interviews, 64 had dropped out of their groups (See Table 3.1).

TABLE 3.1 Status at follow-up

	 
	Situation of the YSLA members at end-line
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Total
	Still member of the group
	Join another YSL group
	No longer member of any YSL group, but still in the village
	Has left the village
	No longer alive

	# of YSLA surveyed at baseline
	745
	471
	6
	58
	208
	2

	# of YSLA  surveyed with success
	525
	461
	6
	58
	 
	 

	Response rate
	70.5%
	97.9%
	100.0%
	100.0%
	 
	


Assuming that the beneficiary groups (current members and drop outs) are identical in terms of all observed and unobserved characteristics, simple comparisons of results across the current members and drop outs, which are presented in the result section, allow for initial estimations of programme impact. Regression analysis was then used to further explore certain hypothesized outcome variables that “pass” this test. Regression analysis permits drawing of more robust conclusions by measuring the impact of programme membership on a specific set of outcome variables, while controlling for individual and household characteristics, which might also impact the outcome variables. The basic model used in the regression analysis is as follows:
Yi = β1+ β2membership + β3gender + β4region + β5accesloans + β6sav + β7household size + β8age + β8educatt + β8maritalstat + dosage + ui
Where βi is the parameter of interest as it measures the impact of the YSLA on the outcome variable, and Yi is an outcome variable. The outcome variables to be analysed include poverty score, number of income-generating activities (IGAs), health expenditures, education expenditures, number of meals per day, incidence of food scarcity and the likelihood of making improvements in the quality of one’s housing. Membership is a binary variable, representing whether or not the respondent is still in the group or has dropped out. Region is broken down into 7 binary variables: Central representing 0, Ashanti - 2, Eastern - 3, Volta - 4, Brong Ahafo - 5, Northern - 6 and Upper West - 7.  Household size is a continuous variable representing the number of people in the respondents’ households. Gender is also a binary variable, equal to 1 for female. Age is a continuous variable, which corresponds to the current age of respondents. Maritalstat is also a non-continuous variable and is subsequently broken down into four binary variables: 

Married, Widowed, Divorced, and Separated, while a zero in all categories corresponds to single. Educatt is broken down into three binary variables: Primary, Ordinary level, and Secondary level, while those with no education are represented by a zero in each category. Sav is a binary variable equal to 1 if the respondent is currently saving with YSLA. Access loan is also a binary variable, which is equal to 1 if the respondent had access to loan services during the programme. In order to establish whether programme participation has a discrete, all-or-nothing sort of effect or whether benefits are linked to the amount of time exposed to the programme, an additional specification is included in each table, which incorporates dosage - a continuous variable representing the number of years in the groups. Membership continues to capture the discrete effect of programme participation, while dosage is used to capture the repeated effect.
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4.0 DESCRIPTIVE STATISTICS ON HOUSEHOLDS

4.1 Demographic Characteristics of the Household
This section presents a descriptive digest of demographic characteristics of YSLA households sampled for the survey. The description presents general characteristics of the population such as age-sex, household size and headship, level of education and literacy as well as households’ occupational distribution.

4.1.1 Household Composition

4.1.1.2 Age-Sex Structure of Surveyed Households 

Age and sex are important variables in analysing the trends in YSLA intervention. The population of surveyed member’s household is dominated by the youth. For example, 56 percent of sampled populations are below 25 years. Moreover, 44 percent of the sampled populations are below the 18 years. Especially, this age category is represented by people who are economically dependent. This type of population structure therefore imposes a heavy burden on the socio-economic assets of the surveyed households. Despite the youthful nature of the households, there are also more males than females in the sampled population. Out of the 3,079 household members, males constitute 51 percent whiles females are 48 percent (See table 4.1). This is contrary to national population distribution with more females than males.
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Table 4.1 Age-Sex Structure of Household Population

The age distribution shows that more than half of women (58 percent) and men (54 percent) are under age 25. This proportion of household members reflect a comparatively young age structure of the surveyed population.
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4.1.1.1 Average Household Size 
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The size of households is a key factor, which can affect the welfare of the household. The mean household size is 5.39, which is higher than the national average of 3.7 and rural average of 4.0. The data also shows that the household size has reduced from 5.79 to 5.39. (See table 4.2) Across regions, a reduced pattern of household size is observed except for Northern region where household size recorded an increase. Findings from focus groups indicate that the increase in the household size in the Northern region can be attributed to increase in births in the households and also other relatives who have come to stay in the household including women who have joined on the basis of marriage. Qualitative data in Northern and Central regions reveal that the reduction in the household size is as a result of some members moving out from the house due to marriage or migrating to other parts of the country to seek greener pasture. 
4.1.1.2 Households Headship

Traditionally, the head of household in a typical Ghanaian society is the one in charge of control and allocation of material and financial resources and also oversees the subsistence needs or wellbeing of household members. Heads of household in Ghana are generally the eldest male; women generally become heads of household in the absence of their husbands
. As such female household heads are usually, single, widowed or divorced. Households headed by women are likely to be poorer than households headed by men because of inequalities in access to economic resources. Data presented in Figure 4.1 shows that 82 percent of household heads are males with only 17 percent households headed by females. Comparatively, the results show a much higher male household headship when contrasted with the national household head composition of 70 percent males
. 
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Figured 4.1 Sex of Household Heads

4.1.2 Educational and Literacy Attainments of Households

4.1.2.1 Education Background of Households

Education provides one with the requisite knowledge and skills that can lead to a better quality of life. The literature suggests that the level of education is closely associated with the health of women and children, as well as reproductive health characteristics of women and men.
 Results in table 4.3 shows that about 68 percent of YSLA household members have ever attended school. This is consistent with national statistics which estimates that about 69 percent of Ghana’s population has ever attended school. However, the highest level of education attended is basic education (56%) with household members with secondary and tertiary education constituting only 8% and 2% respectively. Across gender, the results show more males than females who have ever attended school. This implies that men are better placed than women in terms of access to education. This also corroborates the national trends.
 It is notable that households in Central (88 percent) and Volta (87 percent) region recorded the highest education attainment whilst those in the Upper West and Northern region recorded the lowest level of education (See table 4.3). Again, this trend is consistent with national statistics and underscores the relatively high level of poverty and vulnerability of household members in the Northern part of Ghana compared to those in the South. 

Table 4.3 Educational Attainment of Households
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4.1.2.2 School Enrolment at Household Level

One of the BoC global indicators is primary and secondary household enrolment rate, which measures the percentage of household children currently enrolled in primary and secondary schools at the time of the survey. Results presented in table 4.4 shows significant increase in the proportion of household children enrolled in primary school. Thus at endline, children enrolment in primary school rose from 81 percent to 98 percent. With respect to regions, Ashanti, Brong Ahafo, Central and Northern region recorded significant jump in primary school enrolment. The improvement in school enrollment levels at endline is a likely reflection of increased spending on children’s education as shown in table 4.4. YSLA members in Central, Brong Ahafo and Volta appreciably increased spending on children education and these regions were more likely to see a jump in school enrolment.
Results also show a significant decrease in secondary school enrolment across YSLA households. Across board, the data follows somewhat a similar trend. Considerable proportions of the sampled YSLA households (16 percent) at baseline were in their final stages of secondary school and have completed school of the endline survey.  These differences explain the significant drop in the secondary school enrolment rates. 
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Table 4.4 School Enrolment at the Household Level (%)
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4.1.2.3 Literacy level of Households
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The ability to read and write is an important personal asset, allowing individuals increased opportunities in life. The BoC assessed respondents’ ability to read by asking them to indicate whether they could read or write in English or in any local language. The literacy rate of households is 51 percent. This level of literacy corroborates the national literacy rate.
 The literacy rate for males (56 percent) is higher than for females (45 percent). Regional differences are marked. The Central region has the highest proportion of women and men who are literate, while the Northern and Upper West regions have 
the lowest proportions who are literate.

4.1.3 Health Access

One of the global BoC indicators measures the proportion of households who can afford medical services. The BoC beneficiaries were therefore asked whether there has been any member of their households who could not afford medical services in last 6 months due to lack of funds. Results show a significant drop in the proportion of household members who could not afford medical services from the baseline figure of 19 percent to 9 percent, suggesting an improvement in household affordability of medical services. Comparing with baseline figures, the endline results show a significant drop (from 19 percent to 9 percent) in percentage of households unable to afford medical services. 

Similar trend was somewhat observed across regions. A similar decline trend in members’ inability to afford medical services was noted between men and women household heads. However, the survey noted that those who have abandoned the YSL group (27 percent) are worse off and find some difficulties in affording medical services than current members (7 percent). (See table 4.6)

Qualitative inputs also support the finding from the quantitative survey. Participants in the groups cited that prior to joining the YSLA group, they could not afford medical care and so relied solely on local traditional medicine, but funds available to them from the group currently has enabled them to seek proper healthcare. Findings from other regions also attributed the increase to training they received on the importance of visiting clinics. Other attributing factors include newly built health centers in the communities and also the ability to afford health insurance.

In Northern, Ashanti and Central regions, the qualitative findings indicate that access to healthcare disparity between current members and the drop outs is as a result of availability of funds and new medical center. Members who are currently in the groups are able to take loans when they need to visit the hospital or renew their health insurance cards, while members who dropped out are limited to their disposable incomes. 
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Table 4.6 Access to healthcare (%)

4.1.4 Occupation of Household

Respondents who are currently employed were asked to state the nature of occupation they engage in. Results show that more than half of the surveyed household members are economically inactive and are therefore dependent on others (i.e. students, no occupation, domestic workers and retired). This may be the reflection of the youthful nature of the sampled population. Approximately a third of working population (31 percent) are employed in agricultural occupation. A similar pattern is seen across board. Four times as many women (13 percent) as men (4 percent) work in sales and services. Four percent of employed men and 1 percent of employed women are skilled workers. This is in conformity with traditional roles expected of women as they engage in less physically-oriented activities compared to men. 
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Table 4.7 Occupation Status of Household
4.1.5 YSLA Involvement

The survey sought to find out the involvement of YSLA members. Results presented in Table 4.8 show that majority (63 percent) of YSLA still remain with the groups, whiles the remainder have left the groups. Out of the drop-outs, 7 percent are no longer members of any YSLA group but still reside in the project communities and 27 percent have left the project communities. The YSLA groups in Eastern and Ashanti retained larger proportion of their group members. However, retention is lowest at 48 percent in Brong Ahafo. Results also show that retention of members increase with age. Thus, older members are more likely to stay with their groups compared to their younger counterparts. 

Table 4.8 YSLA involvement
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The survey further asked the drop-outs reached with the interview the reasons why they left YSL groups. Top most reasons cited by the drop-outs are: inability to save (40 percent); inability to attend meetings (29 percent), unsatisfied with the group (26 percent) and conflicts inside the group (23 percent). A similar trend was observed across regions with all respondents in Eastern and Ashanti region stating inability to save as the primary reason for leaving the groups.
Table 4.9 Reasons for leaving the group (Multiple response) 
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4.2 Socio-economic Characteristics of the Household

4.2.1 The PPI Scorecard Results
In assessing YSLA households’ progress out of poverty, PPI - a proxy for household poverty was used. This indicator is a construct an easy-to-use scorecard that estimates the likelihood that a household has expenditure below a given poverty line. The scorecard uses ten simple indicators covering information on family composition, education, employment, housing and ownership of durable goods. The indicator is computed by assigning a weight (factor score) generated through principal components analysis. The resulting scores were standardised in relation to a normal distribution with a mean of zero and standard deviation of one. Each household was then assigned a score for each factor, and the scores were summed for each household. Ranking was done according to the total score of the households. The scores are calibrated to household-level poverty likelihoods. For this sample, scores range from 0 (most likely to fall below a poverty line) to 100 (least likely to fall below a poverty line). While higher scores indicate less likelihood of being below a poverty line, the scores themselves have only relative units. The lowest score ranged from 0 to 19, whilst highest score ranged from 80 to 100. The scores were then segmented into five quintiles from 1 (lowest) to 5 (highest). According to estimated poverty likelihood associated with 2005 Purchasing Power Parity (PPP) poverty lines in per-person units, someone with a score of 30–34 or 35–39 is an indication of living below the poverty line or depend on less than $1.25/day. In Ghana 28.5 percent of people are below the poverty line. Based on the PPI calculation as explained above, the survey assessed the likelihood of YSLA household’s being below the national poverty and food poverty line. The objective was to assess the changes in poverty levels of YSLA members using the $1.25/day line in order to help evaluate the impact of the BoC project on household members. Using the above calculations therefore, the survey compared changes in poverty levels across regions, gender, members still in YSLA group and those who abandoned the group. A Wilcoxon Signed Ranks Test showed that exposure of participants to the savings-led community finance system (i.e. Youth savings and loans) did not elicit statistically significant change in poverty levels (Z = -0.106, P = 0.916). 

Overall, the proportion with progress out of poverty significantly reduced from 35 percent to 30 percent at the end of the project. Differences in poverty levels by region are marked. The proportion of households which made progress out of poverty was high in Central (10 percent) and Northern (24 percent). Note that households in some regions such as Ashanti and Eastern regions witnessed increases poverty levels although the difference is not significant. The poverty levels of the current members significantly reduced at endline compared to their drop-out counterparts (See table 4.10).
The food poverty levels of households evidenced an opposite of the direction of impact. YSLA households are worse off than before. Contrary to expectation, the proportion of YSLA households with the likelihood of being below the national food poverty line increased from baseline of 23.1 percent to 27 percent at the end of the project.  Those who drop-out were presumably impacted differently and potentially made worse off than those who remained. As noted in table…most households did not significantly record good harvest to produce enough for the household food basket. This and reduced food month cover may explain the increase in food poverty of households, thus confirming the reduced food intake within households. 
Table 4.10 Likelihood of falling below national poverty line (%)
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NB: Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test

(ns) = Not significant
(*) significant at 90 percent
Table 4.11 Likelihood of fallen below the national food poverty line
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NB: Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test

(ns) = Not significant
(*) significant at 90 percent
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4.2.2 Housing Conditions
Housing conditions are a useful indicator to measure the change in the socio-economic status of the household. Considering the difficulty in obtaining other measures of welfare, such as income or even expenditure, in the majority of developing countries, the quality of housing is often used as a proxy for a household’s socio-economic status
. In this regard, the survey sought to measure the change in the quality of housing of YSLA members using the following indicators: (i) number of person per bedroom; (ii) percent of YSLA members who did house improvement in the last 12 months preceding the survey and (iii) the average amount spent on improving housing conditions.

The results show that the overall mean number of rooms for sleeping per person has decreased from a baseline figure of 3.36 to 2.7 persons per room at the end of the project. However, households in Eastern, Ashanti, and Volta regions recorded increase in the number of rooms for sleeping though not significant. 
Qualitative inputs reveal that the drops in the number of sleeping rooms is as a result of transformation from mud housing structures to brick structures. During focus group discussion, participants in the Northern part of Ghana indicated that the high cost of bricks and aluminum roofing sheets has led to their inability to repair extra rooms for sleeping.
Table 4.12 Housing Condition (%)
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NB: Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test

(ns) = Not significant
As seen in Table 4.13 although not significant, YSLA households improved their source of energy by tapping more of wire and solar electricity. Though insignificant, households reduced reliance on generator, kerosene lantern and other (such as battery lamp and torchlights) as source of energy. 

Table 4.13 Source of energy for lighting
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The survey also assessed the main source of energy used for cooking by YSLA households. Households increased reliance on wood and reduced using charcoal as the primary source of cooking fuel. Usage of gas as a source of energy for cooking is also gaining traction though not significantly.
Table 4.13 Source of energy for cooking
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Another important indicator of livelihood condition is the type of toilet facility being used by households. According to Ghana Statistical Service, only 13 percent of national households have access to flush toilets with 23 percent in urban areas and as low as 2 percent in rural areas
. Consistent with national livings standards trends, only 1 percent of YSLA households use flush toilets. Notably, a significant proportion of households have improved their sanitation practices by building more covered pit latrine. Perhaps even encouraging is the significant proportion of households abandoning open defecation. 

Table 4.14 Toilet facility
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Survey respondents were asked on the kind of principal material used for the exterior of their main houses. Results reveal that the use of traditional burnt bricks as the predominant material for construction of outside walls is identical over time. The use of cement blocks for construction of exterior walls has improved whiles reliance on wood or mud has decreased at the end of the project. These signs of improved housing quality could be attributed to reduced poverty levels and overall positive impact of the YSLA participation.

Table 4.15 Exterior of main house
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Further analysis on housing conditions reveal that YSLA households have significantly increased the use of irons sheet as the main material for roofing, which is considered to be the highest quality material available. Although not significant, households have decreased application of grass as roofing material, an indication of improved housing quality. 

Table 4.16 Material for roofing

[image: image16.png]Principal material of the
roof of the main house

Cement

Tiles / ashestos
Iron sheets
Grass

Other

Baseline

1.6
0.4
88.7
5.8
3.5

1.0
0.4ns
94,5
3.0ns
140





The principal materials of the construction of floor of the main house have been identical in terms of observed differences in its application at the end of the project. Still, households hang on to durable materials for the construction of their floors. 

Table 4.17 Material of the floor

[image: image17.png]Baseline Endline
.” Ceramic tile 0.1 0.0
..”. Wood 0.3 13
’ Cement 754 7541
Sand 14.1 1.8
Principal mateflal of the Soil 71 8.8
roof of the main house
Other 3.0 2.7





4.2.3 Ownership of Land

Ownership and control over land are important indicators of rural wealth and poverty. The endline survey therefore assessed the acreage of land owned by YSLA households. The results show a significant increase in mean acreage of agricultural land held by YSLA members at the end of the project. Across regions, mean acreage held increased significantly in Upper West and Central regions. This is not surprising considering the high proportion of households in these regions engaging in agricultural occupation as shown in Table 4.18.

Male YSLA households, on average, significantly accessed more agricultural lands than female YSLA households – almost twice as much. Within rural households, especially in the northern part of Ghana, men are more likely to control agricultural lands regardless of whether it was earned by men or women. Women typically only control land if they are widowed; otherwise, they the household agricultural lands are controlled by their husbands. This type of arrangement may underscore why male headed households recorded higher access. 
Table 4.18 Acreage of land accessed
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NB: Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test
(ns) = not significant 
 (*) = significant at 95 percent

4.2.4 Assets

An asset is a proxy for household wealth. This global BoC indicator measures the number of a wide variety of livestock, productive, and household assets held by the household. A higher number of asset indicates that households have been able to accumulate assets over time. Households are able to accumulate assets if income is greater than the necessary expenditures to meet household subsistence requirements. Assets also provide households with a cushion to adjust to shortfalls in incomes, or sudden increases in necessary expenditures. The asset profile of YSLA households has been provided in Table 4.19. Notably, households witnessed significant increase in the number of assets held, particularly for cattle, goats, chicken, cell phone, and buckets. Nonetheless, the number of electronics held by households recorded a drop, especially radio and television. This suggests that YSLA participation has facilitated positive impacts on investment in productive assets. This is likely to increase YSLA members’ potential to offset shocks. 

Table 4.19 Average Number of Assets Owned (Mean)
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                 NB: Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test

      (***) = significant at 99 percent, (**) = significant at 95 percent, (*) = significant at 90 percent,

      (ns) = not significant
4.2.5 Financial Ability of Household

Household ability to cope with finances is one of the BoC global indicators for measuring household progress out of poverty. In this regard, respondents were asked to describe their households’ ability to cope with ordinary bills and daily consumer items in the past 30 days. Households reported increased capacity to cope with finances at the end of the project. Despite this remarkable progress recorded, households in Central and Brong Ahafo experienced more difficulty in coping with finances. It emerged from focus group discussion that issue of bad weather and poor yield contributed to the increasing inability of households to mitigate the shocks from financial needs.
It is interesting to note that female households reported significant increased capacity to cope with ordinary bills and daily consumer items. Moreover, there is a significant difference between current YSLA members and drop-outs in terms of increased capacity to cope with ordinary bills and daily consumer items. This is expected given that drop-outs are relatively more poor than those who are still members of YSL groups.
Table 4.20 Financial ability of YSLA HHs
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4.3 Food Security and Agriculture

4.3.1 Harvest or Household Food Production

The BoC project is expected to contribute to improvement in household food security.  The food security situation of households was therefore assessed The first indicator measures quantity of food, an important contributor to food security. In assessing food security, YSLA members were asked to indicate whether they produced enough during the previous harvest period to cover the food needs of their households until the current harvest; the number of months their produce covered the food needs of their household; and whether their harvest was good or bad. 

Results in Table 4.21 shows that the proportion of households reporting producing enough food during the previous harvest to cover their food needs did not significantly change. However, remarkable proportion of YSLA households in Eastern and Central recorded better harvest or increased food cover compared to other regions. Qualitative insights reveal that changes in rainfall pattern have had significant influence on agricultural yield/food production. According to YSLA respondents, rainfall pattern has been erratic in recent years which have tremendously affected their food production. 

Given that more males are involved in agricultural occupation as shown in table….it is not surprising that male YSLA household reported increased food cover compared to their female counterparts. 
Table 4.21 Harvest/household food production
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(ns) = not significant
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Although not significant, households experienced slight decrease in the number of months of food cover. The little or no significant difference in the number of months of food cover thus confirms that the food production characteristics of YSLA households have not changed over the period. 

Table 4.22 Food cover for HH members
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                                NB: Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test

                                (ns) = Not significant 
      
(*) = significant at 90 percent,

The survey further asked respondents whether they recorded good, average or bad harvest during the year under consideration. Data presented in the table below reveals that, there is a slight drop in the proportion of YSLA households reporting a good harvest during the period under consideration. However, the increased proportion of YSLA households reporting good harvest in Eastern region affirms the reported increased food cover. Few households within Ashanti and Volta region reported good harvest confirming a drastic reduction in food cover for these households as shown in Table 4.23.

Table 4.23 YSLA who reported good harvest
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                        (ns) = Not significant 
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4.3.2 Food Consumption

One of the BoC indicators measures the quantity of food consumed by households. This indicator was measured by the frequency of food consumed in last twenty-four hours before the survey. To measure the quantity of food consumption, YSLA members were asked about the number of meals served in their household a day before the interview. Results show that households, on average, consume two meals per day. The results did not show any   significant differences between the average number of meals consumed by households between the baseline and endline period (See Table 4.24)
Table 4.24 Quantity of Household Food Consumption
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NB: Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test

      
                (ns) = Not significant 

To further establish whether the frequency of food consumed had changed, respondents were asked to indicate whether their households stayed in a day without food during the last 6 months. As shown in Table 4.25, there has been a slight drop in the number of YSLA households living without food from the baseline figure of 16 percent to 12 percent at endline. The drop in the proportion of YSLA households unable to satisfy food needs follows a somewhat similar pattern across the regions. Female households are better off in satisfying their food needs compared to their male counterparts demonstrating greater control over food situations in the households. Insight from the qualitative survey indicates that although yield has been poor, household generally relied on their savings to buy food. 
Table 4.25 Households without food for one day
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    NB: Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test

    (ns) = Not significant

    (**) = significant at 95 percent, (*) = significant at 90 percent
Another BoC indicator measures the quality of food consumed by the households. The quality of meal indicator uses composite index that includes milk, cereals, meat, poultry or fish, vegetables, fruits, and legumes (beans, soy, lentils, peas, peanut, etc.) to assess YSLA's household access to quality food. The quality index is composed of 7 questions about different food groups consumed by any household member using a 24-hour recall period.  Responses across 7 questions are used to produce a mean score of household food quality, which is then converted on a scale of 100 percent. A household whose meals contain only one of these elements received a score of 1/7; two elements also received 2/7, etc.
As shown in Table 46, the survey indicates a slight increase in the food quality index over the period from 49 percent at baseline to 51 percent at endline.  On regional basis, there were mixed observations. There was improvement in the quality of food consumed by households in Ashanti (from 50 percent to 61 percent), and Eastern (50 percent to 54 percent). A decline in food quality in other regions could be attributed to poor harvest and drops in food cover.

Table 4.26 Quality of Household Food Consumption
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4.3.3 Perception of change in quantity and quality of meal

Survey participants were also asked to assess if there has been any change in the quantity and quality of their meal and what they would attribute such changes to if any. Using the retrospective qualitative approach
 members were asked to indicate their perception of such change and the attributing factors. Generally, 13 percent of YSLA members reported significant improvement in the quality and quantity of their meals while 52 percent noticed slight improvement. Only 6 percent of YSLA members reported that quantity and quality of their meals have reduced (Table 4.27). 
The results however did not show any significant differences across male and female YSLA members. The results for YSLA members who are still in the groups are much improved than those who have abandon their groups. Thus while 13 percent of YSLA members who are still in their groups report significant improvement in the quantity and quality of their meals, only 3% of members that have abandon their groups report the same. 

                                                       Table 4.27 Change in Quantity and Quality of the meal

	
	
	Percentage (%) Attributing change to YSLA

	
	Male
	Female
	Current members
	Drop-outs
	Overall
	

	Significantly improved
	14.9
	13.3
	15.4
	3.1
	13.9
	21.9

	Slightly improved
	54.2
	51.9
	51.6
	60.9
	52.8
	77.7

	Stayed the same
	25.9
	27.2
	25.6
	34.4
	26.7
	

	Slightly worsen
	5.0
	7.1
	6.9
	1.6
	6.3
	

	Significantly worsen
	-
	0.6
	0.4
	-
	0.4
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5. Descriptive Statistics on YSLA Members

After the description of the characteristics of the YSLA surveyed, the results section of this report is organized around the key impact areas of the BoC program and areas of expected change in the BoC theory of change. The key impact areas of the BoC program as described in the programme outline are (i) investment and household support; (ii) access to financial services, financial literacy and business skills; (iii) financial anxiety and self-esteem; and (iv) socio-political participation and social position. 

5.1 Demographic Characteristics of YSLA members

5.1.1 Basic Characteristics of YSLA members

As discussed in Chapter 4, age and sex are important variables for targeting the various project interventions. From Table 5.1, the findings indicate that the YSLA group is made up of more females than males. It was also found that the women in the group are significantly older than the men. However, no significant difference was found between the ages at which members of each group joined the YSLA.
Table 5.1 Age of YSLA respondents 
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5.1.2 Educational and Literacy Attainments of YSLA members

Literacy among BoC beneficiaries, as measured by self-reported ability to read and write appears low compared to the general population in Table 5.2. The literate rate is high for male YSLA members (89 percent). As expected, women’s low educational attainment is strongly associated with low levels of literacy for women. As the data suggest, a considerable proportion of BoC beneficiaries are better educated as significantly greater proportion have completed primary school or higher. The appreciable level of literacy and educational attainment may have led to better outcomes on financial and business management skills training as shown in section 5.3. The data on literacy did not witness any significant change during the period as the same group of respondents interviewed at baseline was reached with the endline survey and impact assessment.  
Table 5.2 Educational Attainment and Literacy levels of YSLA members
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5.1.4 Child Rights

To further assess the literacy levels of YSLA members, a question was asked about opinion of child rights. Although no significant difference was observed about the level of awareness of child rights, it is encouraging to note that it is still high. Knowledge of child rights is nearly universal, with more than 84 percent of all YSLA members in the project communities having comprehensive knowledge and exposure to child rights issues. This level of knowledge reflects in the YSLA members’ contribution to key household expenditure involving children, especially in education and health as shown in Table 5.3. 

Table 5.3 Awareness of the rights of children
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                         NB: Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test

                            (ns) = Not significant
      (***) = significant at 99 percent, (**) = significant at 95 percent, (*) = significant at 90 percent
Although the survey results show no significant increase in level of child rights awareness, the BoC beneficiaries appear to have increased their knowledge regarding right to education, health, food and protection as shown in Figure 5.1. As is often the case, issues of child rights are generally captured amongst YSLA members which may reflect their greater knowledge in child rights, especially in education, health, food and protection. 

Figure 5.1 Percentage of YSLA members reporting knowledge in
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Although there was insignificant difference in the level of knowledge of child rights, discussion of such rights is high in the project communities. As shown in the figure below, the proportion of YSLA members who discussed child right issues increased from 35 percent and 52 percent. Across project areas, more members seem to have increased discussion of child right issues, with the exception of Eastern region. Interestingly, more female members showed interest in discussing child rights. According to women focus groups, they now make contributions to their children’s welfare and education, and as such issues of abuse and anything that could jeopardize their education are of much interest to them than before.
Figure 5.2 Percentage of YSLA who discussed child rights with their family members*
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NB: Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test

(*) = significant at 90 percent

5.1.5 Occupation of YSLA members

A large proportion of YSLA members engage in agricultural activities. The proportion engaged in agriculture increases with age. For example, 19 percent of YSLA aged 15 to 25 are engaged in agriculture, compared with 41 percent aged 26 to 45; 70 percent aged 46 to 65 and 60 percent aged above 65 years. A proportion of YSLA members who are students are primarily in the age bracket of 15 to 25 years. 
Table 5.4 Occupation Distribution of YSLA members by Age (%) – BASELINE and ENDLINE RESULTS
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5.1.6 Business Activities

To measure economic poverty reduction, the survey sought to determine the proportion of members engaged in income generating activities (IGA), a key global BoC indicator. IGAs are defined as investments in a commercial enterprise, agri production, food processing and manufacturing/services. The first indicator measures the change in the number of business activities operated by YSLA members from the baseline. Before measuring the number of income generating activities, YSLA respondents were asked whether they engage in any income generating activity. As shown in Table 5.5, the percentage of YSLA members engaged in small businesses or IGAs has increased although it insignificant. Notwithstanding, the proportion of YSLA members in Northern, Volta and Central regions showed significant signs of improvement. 
Table 5.5 Income Generating Activities
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NB: Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test

(ns) = Not significant
Survey results show that the mean number of small businesses members operate has increased from 1.05 to 1.13. The data further shows increase in number of businesses across the regions, except for YSLA members in Volta region. Male YSLA members are involved in 1.24 IGAs, compared to the 1.08 IGAs operated by female YSLA members – a difference that is significant. The findings suggest that program participation has led to an increase in the number of income-generating activities, and stability of income generating activities previously operated by YSLA members. 

Table 5.5 Number of businesses (Mean)
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NB: Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test
(ns) = not significant
(*) = significant at 90 percent
Another global BoC indicator measures the volume capital of investment in IGAs held by members. With respect to the volume of investment in IGAs, the data shows that YSLA members have significantly increased the volume of capital of investment from mean baseline figure of GH¢204.81 to GH¢282.42 at the end of the project. Significant increase in volume of investment in IGAs was recorded by members in Upper West, Brong Ahafo and Eastern regions. Results show an extreme difference between men and women’s volume of investments confirming that the nature of businesses operated by male YSLA members is more capital intensive than their female counterpart. The significant difference between baseline and endline investments reflects a measurable impact of the YSLA programme participation in investment outlay combined with the number of income generating activities pursued by the BoC beneficiaries. 

Table 5.6 Volume of IGAs 

[image: image29.png]Volume of IGAs
(GH¢)*

Baseline

overall_________| 20451

Central 212.59
Ashanti 168.75
Eastern 188.60
Volta 324.00
Brong Ahafo 50.00

Northern 184.00
Upper West 208.41

Male 464.00
Female 239.31
Current members 281.91

Drop outs 292.00

Endline

282.42*
183.20 *
139.09*
28417
301.54*
150.00**
150.00*
344.16*

537.17**
287.43*
281.91 NS

292.00 NS





NB: Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test
(ns) = not significant
(*) = significant at 90 percent, (**) = significant at 95 percent

Women primarily operate trading businesses, tailoring/sewing, food processing/pito brewing, which requires little investment. However, men traditionally invest in capital intensive pursuits, such as livestocking, production of cereals, transportation, and shop operations. The large proportion of men that invest in capital intensive pursuits could be attributed to some of the differences in investment as shown in Table 5.6 compared to their female counterparts. 
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Table 5.7 Nature of IGAs (by gender)
The survey further revealed that YSLA members increased investment in agriculture production, dressmaking, hairdressing/barbering, local brewing (pito) and manufacturing of soap. The findings suggest that YSLA members have divested away from livestock to transportation, which requires heavy capital. (See Figure 5.3)
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Figure 5.3 Volume of IGAs (Mean - GH¢) *

NB: Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test
(*) = significant at 90 percent
Additional investment in businesses is essential to the growth of any business venture. As a result, respondents were asked whether they have invested any additional capital to their businesses in the last 12 months. The results revealed that the proportion of members who invested further capital to their businesses have declined from 55 percent to 43 percent. Despite the decline in the percent of YSLA members making investment in their businesses, the mean volume of capital invested witnessed an increased from additional capital from GH¢177.81 to GH¢341. 
Table 5.8 Investments 
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2.3.4 Perception of YSLA members on change in household revenue 

The survey asked YSLA members whether they perceive any change in household revenue over the period and to what they attribute that change if any. The results indicate that 12 percent of YSLA member think that their household revenue has significantly improved over the period with 17 percent attributing the significant change to the YSLA. Respondents that perceived some slight improvement in their household revenue constituted 60 percent of the sample with 84 percent also attributing the slight improvement to the YSLA. Similar to the findings on quality of meal, the survey show that YSLA members’ that are still members reports relative increase in household revenue compared to households reporting slight improvement in revenue. 
Table 5.8 Change in Household Revenue

	
	
	Percentage (%) Attributing change to YSLA

	
	Male
	Female
	Current members
	Drop-outs
	Overall
	

	Significantly improved
	12.4
	11.7
	13.2
	3.1
	12.0
	17.2

	Slightly improved
	63.7
	58.3
	61.0
	56.2
	60.4
	82.0

	Stayed the same
	19.4
	21.6
	19.1
	32.8
	20.8
	

	Slightly worsen
	4.5
	8.0
	6.5
	7.8
	6.7
	

	Significantly worsen
	
	0.3
	0.2
	
	0.2
	


5.1.7 Control over own resources

The literature suggests that relative to men, women are less likely to have control over valuable household or productive assets, a disparity that limits their intra-household bargaining position and constrains their productivity and access to a range of opportunities and services
. As a result, one of the global BoC indicators measures the proportion of members having control over household resources.  In this survey, “control” of resource was defined as YSLA members who state they can freely use the income from their IGA without anybody’s permission.  Significant differences in control over own resources between baseline and endline are seen in all regions, with female YSLA members increasing their control over the use of personal IGAs. Generally, over 80 percent of YSLA members do not need permission to use their IGAs. It is also interesting to note that the gender gap in control over resources, which was amplified between men and women during the baseline has narrowed. This suggests that the participation of women in savings and loans has created opportunities for women to unlock controls issues over own resources.
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Figure 5.4 Control over own resources (%) **
NB: Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test

(**) = significant at 95 percent

Control over household material resources followed a somewhat similar pattern. YSLA members in Upper West had the lowest proportion of BoC beneficiaries with control over household material resources while YSLA members in Eastern and Northern regions had the highest. It was further revealed that current YSLA members are better placed in exercising control over material resources than their drop out counterparts. Again, the gender gap in control over material resources has narrowed and this reflects in positive outcomes for indicators such as food security and agriculture productivity.

Table 5.9 Control over material resources 
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NB: Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test, (**) = significant at 95 percent

5.2 Investments and Household Support
Another key economic impact of this programme is measured through the accumulation of household assets. Participants of the saving and loan programmes theoretically use their loans or savings to invest in productive or household assets. To measure this indicator, YSLA members were asked a series of questions regarding their assets accumulation. 

5.2.1 Assets purchased

To capture the magnitude of asset accumulation, the YSLA members were asked whether they acquired an asset over the last 12 months. Results indicate that asset acquisition appears to be most challenged across board. Notably, YSLA members in Central and Ashanti regions least acquired asset whiles members in Northern acquired assets with revenue from IGA or some other source. Moreover, compared to drop outs, almost twice as many current YSLA members have made investments in assets during the last year. 
Qualitative findings indicate that the persistent increases in the prices of assets as a result of economic crisis account for their disinterest in acquiring assets over the last 12 months. In Central region, focus group participants stated they prefer investing in their children’s education rather than acquiring assets they would not to generate income. It was also revealed during focus group discussion that impulse purchases especially for household assets, has been curtailed due financial literacy they received. 
Table 5.10 Assets purchased by YSLA members
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NB: Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test
(ns) = not significant
(*) = significant at 90 percent, (**) = significant at 95 percent, (***) significant at 99 percent 

The survey further assessed whether the accumulated assets were deployed for investment purpose. As shown in figure 5.5, a large proportion of YSLA members invested in productive assets such as agricultural tools/materials and transport, an indication of prudent investment. Buying transport is a major investment. As such, it is likely that the decision to acquire motor vehicle to operate a transport was supported through the YSLA participation. On the whole, the results in Figure 5.5 confirm those found in Table 5.10 reinforcing the weight of the accumulation of assets, such as agricultural equipment, productive livestock and some means of transportation.
Figure 5.5 Percentage of YSLA members who purchased assets
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One of the global BoC indicators measures the proportion of members that invest in productive assets. As a result, respondents were asked to indicate whether assets they acquired were utilized for productive purpose. As evident in table 5.11, YSLA members have significantly invested in productive assets, thus confirming findings presented in Table 4.19 and Figure 5.5. Across regions, investment in productive assets saw significant jumps except for Brong Ahafo where the pattern is reversed. Nonetheless, drop-outs simply experienced little effect regarding their investment in productive assets. It is possible that the drop-outs did not remain in the group long enough to see improvements in their accumulation of productive assets. Qualitative findings suggest that the purchase of productive assets is mainly attributed to training they obtained from joining the groups. 
Table 5.11 Investment in productive assets 
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NB: Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test
(ns) = not significant
(*) = significant at 90 percent, (**) = significant at 95 percent, (***) significant at 99 percent 

As part of assessing change in investment made by YSLA members, participants were asked whether they have hired any labour for their household, agriculture, or business purpose in the past 12 months. Results show that, although not significant, there has been a reduction in deployment of labour for household, agriculture, or business purpose. The results suggest that households allocated less labor to IGAs due to extensive investment in agricultural tools and equipment as observed in Table 5.12 (asset table and whether asset was bought for productive means).

Table 5.12 Members hiring labour 
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NB: Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test
(ns) = not significant
(*) = significant at 90 percent, (**) = significant at 95 percent, (***) significant at 99 percent 

5.2.2 YSLA members’ contributions to Household Rent

To establish YSLA members’ contribution to household rent, the survey first assessed household members who have rented their places of dwelling. Results from table 5.13 show that overall, there has been a decline in the proportion of households who rented their places of dwelling from baseline. The proportion of YSLA who have rented their places of dwelling increased in Central, Ashanti and Eastern regions. In contrast, the proportion of households who rented their places of dwelling Brong Ahafo and Upper West recorded increases. The significant drops in the rent for YSLA households in Central and Ashanti regions could be attributed to drops in family sizes as observed in Table 4.2. Similarly, the big jump in the rent for Volta can be explained by the increase in the family size shown in Table 4.2.
Table 5.13 YLSA households’ renting their own place of dwelling
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NB: Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test
(ns) = not significant
(*) = significant at 90 percent, (**) = significant at 95 percent, (***) significant at 99 percent 

On the average amount households invest in rent per month, the results show that households’ average monthly rent has not significantly changed. The level of expenditure for housing improvements in the baseline may explain low levels of contribution to household rent and some of the differences in housing quality discussed previously.

Table 5.14 Average monthly rent
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NB: Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test
(ns) = not significant
(*) = significant at 90 percent, (**) = significant at 95 percent, (***) significant at 99 percent 

To further establish members’ contribution to household’s expenditure on rent, the survey assessed whether YSLA members contribute to household rent. The results indicate a statistically significant differential in member’s contribution to household rent. There has been a significant drop in YSLA member’s contribution to household rent. However, a much greater percentage of the drop-outs (81 percent) contribute to household rent, compared to the current members (only 37 percent. As shown in Table 5.13, a large proportion of households embarked on home improvements prior to joining this group at the baseline. Looking at how such investments in housing quality lasts over time, it is not surprising that there has been a significant drop in rent contribution.

Table 5.13 VLSA member’s contribution to household rent
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NB: Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test
(ns) = not significant
(*) = significant at 90 percent, (**) = significant at 95 percent, (***) significant at 99 percent 

The average monthly rent expenditure contributed by YSLA members has not changed substantially over the past years thus confirming that the low levels of changes in the housing characteristics of BoC beneficiary households over time.
Table 5.15 Average monthly rent expenditure
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NB: Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test
(ns) = not significant
(*) = significant at 90 percent
5.2.3 Housing (Improvements)

Improvements in the physical housing characteristics are a useful indicator of the enhancement in the housing quality of the household. This is measured by the global BoC indicator that requires members to specify the quality of housing of the household. In measuring housing improvement, YSLA members were asked to indicate whether they have personally paid to carry out any house improvement in the last few months preceding the interview. Results show significant decrease in the number of YSLA members who carried out renovation works on their homes. Similar trend is observed across the gender and regions. At baseline, appreciable proportion of households embarked on home improvements. Notably, investment in home improvements is considered economically significant and therefore do not increase with time.
Table 5.16 Housing Improvements
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NB: Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test
(ns) = not significant
(*) = significant at 90 percent, (**) = significant at 95 percent, (***) significant at 99 percent
Although home improvements have shown substantial decrease, the amount spent on housing improvement significantly increased from GH¢222.72 to GH¢364.40 over the project’s lifespan. Mean expenditure on home improvement appears lowest in Brong Ahafo and Northern regions and highest in Volta and Eastern regions. As seen earlier, the use of either credit or savings services raised household income and reduced poverty levels. This may be associated with increased spending on housing improvements.
Table 5.17 Amount spent on housing improvement 
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NB: Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test
(ns) = not significant
(*) = significant at 90 percent, (**) = significant at 95 percent, (***) significant at 99 percent
The improvement in the quality of housing was primarily carried out on roofing, flooring and walls. There is no significant difference amongst the area of improvement over time with a few notable exceptions, such as flooring and fixing of new doors or windows.
Figure 5.6 Percentage of YSLA members who carried out home improvement in:
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5.2.4 Education (on themselves/other household members)

One of the BoC global indicators is the proportion of YSLA members that invest in their own education. In measuring the programme impact on investment in self-education, the survey therefore assessed YSLA member’s investments in their own education. Findings from the survey reveal a significant increase in the proportion of YSLA members who invested in their own education with a consistent pattern across the regions. Male YSLA members spend significantly more on self-education than their female counterparts. 
Table 5.18 YSLA member Expenditure on education
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NB: Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test
(ns) = not significant
(*) = significant at 90 percent, (**) = significant at 95 percent, (***) significant at 99 percent
The survey also collected information on educational expenses incurred by households on self-education. The results show that households’ expenditure on self-education witnessed an overall increase from baseline figure of GHȼ136.36 to GH¢204.49 at endline. Across localities, results show an increase in expenditure on self-education in most regions with Central (GHȼ603.33), Volta (GHȼ 388.00), and Eastern (GHȼ 226.33) reporting the highest at end-line. Although amount spent on self-education among female HHs reduced slightly at end-line, females still spent more on self-education compared to their male counterparts. It is interesting to note that those who abandoned the group rather spent more on self-education compared to those still in the group. (See Table 5.19). Contrary to expectation, the groups’ drop outs spent more on their own education compared to the current members.  
Table 5.19 Amount spent on self-education
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NB: Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test
(ns) = not significant
(*) = significant at 90 percent, (**) = significant at 95 percent, (***) significant at 99 percent
Participation in the YSLA group is expected to increase the level of enrolment or education attainment and/or the quality of education received, by facilitating a higher level of education expenditure through consumption smoothing. To capture the programme’s impact on education, respondents were first asked to indicate whether they have invested in their household children education. Results in Table 5.20 indicate an overall increase in the proportion of YSLA members who have invested in their household children’s education. At baseline, only 32 percent of YSLA members invested in their children’s education. This figure rose to 45 percent at endline, which may suggest a positive programme impact on educational investment within the household. Increase in educational investment follows a somewhat similar pattern across regions. The increased enrolment in primary school in the project communities may simply be a result of the programme’s impact in educational investment.

Table 5.20 Investment in children’s education 
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NB: Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test
(ns) = not significant
(*) = significant at 90 percent, (**) = significant at 95 percent, (***) significant at 99 percent
YSLA members were asked to indicate amount invested in their children’s education. Results show a significant increase on overall educational expenses made by YSLA on other members of their household. The expenditure increase is consistent with the increase in percentage of YSLA members who invested in their household children’s education. The increase is further observed regionally except in the Upper West region where the amount decreased from a baseline figure of GH¢262.46 to GH¢243.46 at endline. It was further noted that existing members of YSLAs have invested or spent twice the amount spent by those who have abandoned the group on education. 
Table 5.21 Amount spent on children’s education 
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NB: Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test
(ns) = not significant
(*) = significant at 90 percent, (**) = significant at 95 percent, (***) significant at 99 percent
On the form of educational expenses, the results reveal that YSLA members mostly expended on uniforms (72 percent), school fees (69 percent) and books (67 percent). When we compare the baseline and endline, it appears the proportion of YSLA members who spend on uniforms and accommodation has increased. Although government has rolled out school uniform programmes, especially in the northern parts of the country, we can speculate that the increased expenditure on school uniform either mean they have been unable to access the programme or the programme has not reached out to these communities. 

 Figure 5.7 Percentage of YSLA members who made educational expenses on

[image: image99.png]Baseline Endline

Central 69.7 100.0
Ashanti 74.5 68.4
Eastern 88.5 98.3
Volta 96.7 95.2
Brong Ahafo 275 86.0
Northern 100.0 100.0
Upper West 77.2 77.4
Current members 74.2 82.2
% of YSLA members  Drop outs 73.0 87.2
with high self Image  Male 68.0 77.6
Female 78.6 86.3





5.1.6 Perception of change in access to education 
Quantitative survey participants were also asked to reflect and assess whether they perceive a change in access to education for household children and what they would attribute such changes to, if any. The results indicate that YSLA members perceive household children’s access to education to have generally improved with 66 percent of YSLA members holding this opinion. However, those who think that improvement is ‘slight’ are more than those thinking that it is significant. Nonetheless, almost all YSLA members attribute such improved access to household education to their participation in the YSLA project (See Table 5.22). 
Across gender, the survey did not show any significant differences between responses of male and female YSLA members. However, YSLA members that are still members report more improvement in their children access to education than those that have dropped out. 
Table 5.22 Change in access to education for HH children
	
	
	Percentage (%) Attributing change to YSLA

	
	Male
	Female
	Current members
	Drop-outs
	Overall
	

	Significantly improved
	10.4
	13.0
	13.0
	4.7
	12.0
	18.3

	Slightly improved
	56.7
	54.3
	55.7
	51.6
	55.2
	81.0

	Stayed the same
	31.8
	31.5
	29.9
	43.8
	31.6
	

	Slightly worsen
	1.0
	1.2
	1.3
	
	1.1
	


5.2.5 Health (on themselves/other household members)

This section focuses on the general health conditions of YSLA members and their households in the last 12 months. Table 28 presents findings on the percentage of YSLA members who made medical expenses in the last 12 months. The results show that overall health expenditure has increased from 35 percent at baseline to 54 percent at the end of the project. Across regions, the results show major increases in the proportion of YSLA members who made medical expenses in the last 12 months particularly in Northern (0 percent to 86 percent), Central (25 percent to 54 percent), and Upper West (36 percent to 64 percent). The YSLA program seems to have improved access to health services for YSLA households in these regions by facilitating a higher level of spending on healthcare. This trend however differs among members in the Volta region with the survey recording a significant drop from a baseline figure of 63 percent to 33 percent at endline. During focus group discussion, participants attributed the change to increased access to National Health Insurance confirming the findings in Table 5.26. A further sub-group analysis shows that more female YSLA members made medical expenses in the last 12 months compared to their male counterparts at end-line.
Table 5.22 Expenses made on healthcare by YSLA members on themselves 
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NB: Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test
(ns) = not significant
(*) = significant at 90 percent, (**) = significant at 95 percent, (***) significant at 99 percent
On the average amount spent on healthcare in the last 12 months, the overall results show no significant change. However, regional analysis showed huge upward differences in the average amount spent on healthcare. For example, households in Eastern (GH¢104.92 to GH¢220) and Central (GH¢61 to GH¢105) reported significant increase in money spent on healthcare.

Table 5.23 Average amount spent on healthcare
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Results show insignificant variation in the proportion of YSLA members who personally made medical expenses on behalf of family members. Similar trend was recorded for male and female YSLA members. Nevertheless, members in Northern (0 percent to 46 percent), Brong Ahafo (1 percent to 10 percent) and Central (27 percent to 38 percent) recorded significant increase in medical expenses incurred on behalf of family members, while members in Eastern and Volta region recorded significant downward drifts from 51 percent to 30 percent and 46 percent to 28 percent respectively.                     
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Table 5.24 Personal medical expenses
On the average amount spent on healthcare on behalf of family members, the overall figures recorded at baseline and endline shows no significant difference. Perhaps the high subscription rates as shown in table…may account for insignificant difference in investment on health for other family members. Despite this, there are remarkable differences across regions. For instance, YSLA members particularly in Brong Ahafo (GH¢2 to GH¢52.50), Central (GH¢55.83 to GH¢89) and Northern (GH¢0.00 to GH¢10) region spent significant amounts on healthcare on behalf of family members. Again, the drop-outs are worse off than those who remained in terms of their ability to afford medical bills on behalf of other household members. 
Table 5.25 Amount spent on behalf of family
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Furthermore, the survey sought to examine whether household members’ subscription to National Health Insurance Scheme (NHIS) may neutralize any effects in YSLA member’s investments in household healthcare. Respondents were therefore asked whether they and their household members own valid NHIS card during the last 6 months. The results shown in the table below indicate that over 90 percent of household members have valid NHIS cards. Although the baseline data was not collected on NHIS subscription, the outcome could therefore explain why there was a significant increase in access to medical services as presented above.
Table 5.26 NHIS cards
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5.27 Perception of change in access to healthcare

Also, YSLA members were asked whether they perceived their access to healthcare to have improved or otherwise over the period and the attributing factors. The results indicate that 12 percent of VSLA members think that their access to healthcare has significantly improved with 18 percent attributing the change to YSLA. Similarly, 18 percent of YSLA members reporting slight improvement in healthcare attribute the change to VSLA (Table 5.27).
Table 5.27 Perception of change in HH access to healthcare

	
	
	Percentage (%) Attributing change to YSLA

	
	Male
	Female
	Current members
	Drop-outs
	Overall
	

	Significantly improved
	10.9
	12.7
	12.8
	6.2
	12.0
	18.8

	Slightly improved
	60.7
	55.9
	58.8
	50.0
	57.7
	80.8

	Stayed the same
	27.4
	29.6
	26.7
	43.8
	28.8
	

	Slightly worsen
	1.0
	1.9
	1.7
	
	1.5
	0.3


5.2.6 Clothing (on themselves/ other household members)

The survey also sought to elicit information on the spending behaviour of YSLA members with regards to personal clothing. Results show that YSLA members have significantly increased their sending on personal clothing over the period with a rise in baseline value of GH¢51.14 to GH¢85.86. Similar upward trend was observed somewhat across regions. For instance, YSLA households in Central (GH¢26.92 to GH¢102.98) and Volta (GH¢86.77 to GH¢149.29) followed by Eastern (GH¢85.47 to GH¢105.48) and Upper West (GH¢47.65 to GH¢84.99) recorded significant increases in relation to their spending on clothing. The results may suggest a positive program impact on consumption smoothing within the household. As shown in Table 5.27, male YSLA members significantly increased their spending on personal clothing compared to their female counterparts. Contrary to expectations, the drop-outs significantly spent more on personal clothing than the current members.
Table 5.27 Mean Expenditure on Clothing
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With regards to the average amount spent on clothing for family members, the survey findings revealed that YSLA members increased expenditure on clothing for family members in the last 12 months. This finding is consistent with the results shown in Table 5.28. For instance, average amount spent on clothing for family members increased to GH¢59.57 from a baseline amount of GH¢32.02.

Across regions, amount spent on clothing for family members in the last 12 months witnessed an upward adjustment in Central, Brong Ahafo, Ashanti and Northern region with Volta experiencing a drop from GH¢61 to GH¢13 to GH¢33.06. Males witnessed a more significant increase in average amount spent on clothing for family members compared to the female group.

Table 5.28 Average amount spent on clothing for family members
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Further analysis was carried out to assess proportion of YSLA members who spent on special events and the average amount spent in the last 12 months.  Data from the table show no significant change when we compare a baseline of 40 percent and end of project figure of 43 percent. Regional changes are marked. For instance, in Central (13 percent to 43 percent), Ashanti (45 percent to 65 percent) and Volta (36 percent to 47 percent) YSLA members increase their expenditure on special events compared to other regions. Moreover, females significantly increased their expenditure on special events compared to their male counterparts. 

Table 5.29 Expenditure on HH Special Event
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While the overall percentage of YSLA members who spent on special event in the last 12 months witnessed insignificant increase, the average amount spent on special event on the other hand increased significantly from baseline amount of GH¢60.72 to GH¢127.36 at end-line. The pattern is similar across regions where there are significant changes except for Northern region. (See Table 5.30). Although women are more likely to participate in special events, the average amount spent on special events is far less than those expended by male YSLA members. Notably, current members of YSLA group are spending more on special events compared to the drop-outs, which may suggest positive impact of the YSLA participation.
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Table 5.30 Average amount spent on events

5.2.8 General Contributions

One of the BoC global indicators measures the proportion of YSLA members who contribute to household expenses. This indicator measures the level of YLSA member’s contribution to a household's expenses in key household expenditures, such education, health, food, housing and household equipment. A score of 3 or 4 reflects contribution towards key household expenditure. Respondents receive a score of “4” for answering “high” to 5 household expenditure questions, for a maximum of 20. Again, respondents receive a score of “3” for answering “moderate” to 5 household expenditure questions, for a maximum of 15. The indicator is tabulated by combining the frequency scores of key household expenditures and summed to derive an overall mean score. Average contribution weights across households are then computed to derive percentage score. 

As shown in table 5.31, there is no significant change in terms of YLSA members’ contribution to household expenses. However, YSLA members in Central and Northern significantly increased their contribution to household expenditure. 

Table 5.31 Contributions to Expenses
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On the specific expenses made, further analysis revealed increased expenditure on education, food and on health whiles housing and equipment for domestic and productive goods witnessed a drop in expenditure.

Table 5.32 Amount spent on behalf of family
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5.3 Access to Financial Services, Financial Literacy and Business Skills
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5.3.1 Savings Tools
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One of the BoC global indicators measures the proportion of YSLA members that hold savings instruments. YSLA members were asked to indicate whether they save. As expected, a large proportion of YSLA
 members increased their savings from 25 percent to 84 
percent at the end of the project. 
Qualitative data indicates that significant increase in savings among YSLA members is as a result of improved trust and confidence gained by YSLA members in savings groups.
“When we started the group, people were not sure of the safety of their money so were not committed to their contribution. You see them with money but they will tell you they do not have” (M.G, male adult group).  “Currently, everyone is assured so we pay our contributions promptly and also pay higher amount than what we used to pay” (L.A., male adult group). Moreover, YSLA members have come to understand the benefits of saving. “The higher we save, the higher the amount we can access. Again our businesses are giving us more profit so we need to increase the savings” 
The second indicator under this stream assesses savings instruments commonly used by YSLA members. Savings mechanism is defined per this context as where and how safe is the income of YSLA members. Although YSLA members used various saving mechanisms, there was no significant change in the utilized mechanisms. Despite the slight drop, YSLA still remains the first choice of savings mechanism for members, an indication that the program has been successfully implemented. As observed in table 5.33, a large proportion of the YSLA members (27 percent) are farmers. The reduction in reported savings in YSLA may be due to low seasonal productivity as reflected in poor harvest within project communities, which may have limited YSLA members’ ability to save to more with their groups
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The survey further assessed the volume of savings through savings mechanism. Overall, YSLA members increased their volume of savings from GH¢82.56 to GH¢257.89, almost thrice their initial savings. Savings with micro-financial institutions recorded the highest increase (GH¢748.21), followed by Private Banks (GH¢552.17). Even though Government bank placed third in terms of volume of savings, it recorded a decrease in quantum of saving compared to baseline (GH¢548.97). As expected, the volume of savings in YSLA increased multiple folds (i.e. 4 times). The YSLA programme has empowered the members by increasing their ability to contribute to higher savings.
Table 5.34 Volume of savings
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To capture detailed experiences of changes in savings, YSLA members were asked to indicate whether they have experienced any change in their saving pattern within the last one or two years. A large proportion of YSLA members (82 percent) reported improved saving patterns after exposure to BoC intervention. Across board, the YSLA members reported significant improvements in savings. The level of improvement may have been triggered by YSLA participation.
Table 5.35 Savings endline
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5.3.2 Loans taken out

One of the BoC global indicators is the percentage of YSLA members that access loans. YSLA members were therefore asked whether they have contracted any loans in the past 12 months. Results show significant change in credit behavior of members as loan access increased from 29 percent at baseline to 60 percent at endline.
Across board, the YSLA programme increased respondents’ access to loans, suggesting that YSLA members are better off, as access to loans, particularly those from formal institutions, is generally severely limited by poverty. 
Table 5.36 Credit Behaviour of YSLA members


           NB: Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test

           (**) = significant at 99 percent

To further understand members’ credit behaviour, YSLA respondents were asked to indicate the number of loan accessed. The ratio of loans contracted between baseline and endline is 1.1:1.4. This suggests a significant increase in the number of loans contracted by YSLA members. The increase follows a similar pattern across regions. Current members have taken an average of 1.5 loans. In a country where the vast majority of the population lacks access to any loan services, this represents a possible substantial benefit of programme participation. However, again, there is a sizeable difference between current members and dropouts in the number of loans taken. While current members have taken an average of 1.5 loans, dropouts have, on average, only taken 1.1 loans. This differential, however, is a reflection of the difference in the length of membership in the programme.

Table 5.37 Loans secured by YSLA members


Another indicator under the loan stream measures the loan instruments most commonly used by YSLA members. YSLA members were therefore asked about their source of loan. Results show that access to loans through YSLA increased from 25 percent at baseline to 98 percent at the end of the project. 

Table 5.38 Sources of loans
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Members use the loans for a wide variety of purposes. Investment in business capital appears to be the most common use of the loan. The primary uses of the loans also do not vary significantly between baseline and endline, with one notable exception. It appears YSLA members are shifting their application of loans from household spending to investment in productive activities such as agric input/seeds.
Table 5.39 Uses/Purposes of loans

[image: image48.png]Baseline Endline

Business Capital M7 37.2
Others 15.7 1.5
Children's school fees 16.7 124
Agric input/seed 10.3 16.9
Medical expenses 9.9 4.3
Bought food 4.0 8.1
Funeral 4.0 1.9
Bought land/farm 31 21
Bought utensils/furniture 1.8 0.4
% of YSLA members using Clothing 1.8 3.0
their loan for: Housing 13 1.5
Livestock 0.4 0.6





The average loan accessed by YSLA member increased from GH¢103.62 at baseline to GH¢214.24 at the end of the project, and does not significantly differ between males and females. However, the increase in volume of loan accessed follows a similar pattern across regions. Again, given the average national income, this represents a very substantial amount. 
Table 5.40 Volume of loans


5.3.3 Borrowing Behaviour

The survey further assessed whether YSLA members have improved capacity of borrowing. When asked about some key factors they would consider before accessing a loan, the results show that the proportion of YSLA members now consider repayment compared to the baseline. In contrast, YSLA members now consider less of cost/interest rates, timing of the loan, length of grace period, consequence for default, administrative bureaucracy, collateral and reputation of the lender before taking loans.
Table 5.41 Considerations prior to taking loans
5.3.4 Business Skills

The survey assessed the financial management practices of YLSA members. When asked whether they keep a written record of business transactions, although not significant, there has been an increase in the rate at which YSLA keep records. Male YSLA members showed more improved record keeping skills compared to their female counterparts. From regional perspective, mixed observations were noticed.  An appreciable increase in record keeping was recorded in Northern (12 percent), Central (22 percent), Brong Ahafo (25 percent) and Eastern (39 percent) whiles a drop was recorded in Ashanti (0 percent), Volta (38 percent) and Upper West (10 percent). Also, the proportion of the drop outs who keep business records is higher than the current members, though not significant.
Table 5.42 Financial Management Skills

NB: Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test

(*) = significant at 95 percent

When asked the kind of transactions they record, the results show that YSLA members improved their keep record keeping on the baseline skills, especially in sales, income and expenditure transactions.

Table 5.43 Nature of Records
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Although not significant, the proportion of YSLA members who have a written budget increased from a baseline of 15 percent to 19 percent at endline. YSLA members in Central, Eastern, Brong Ahafo and Northern regions significantly showed an increase in written budget. The proportion of males who have written budget significantly increased compared to their female counterparts. 

Table 5.44 Written budget

NB: Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test

(*) = significant at 95 percent 
When asked about the factors considered in setting prices, it was observed that YSLA members put much weight on market price and paid labour in determining element for price setting compared to the baseline. 

Table 5.45 Price setting considerations


The survey assessed whether YSLA members do due diligence to gather enough information to ascertain the success of their business before they venture into it. As shown in table 5.46, 244 YSLA members exhibited the right skills to start a business compared to a baseline figure of 166. Moreover, members who have acquired financial management skills increased from 22 percent to 42 percent at endline. This may be an indication of improved financial management skills.

Table 5.46 Business engagement
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5.4 Financial Anxiety & Self Esteem

5.4.1 Financial Anxiety

The survey sought to assess the level of financial anxiety of YSLA members to better understand whether the BoC intervention helped YSLA members to progress out of poverty. As shown in table 5.47 the level of anxiety reduced compared to baseline ratings. A significant proportion of YSLA members who worry about money reduced from 83 percent at baseline to 67.9 percent at the end of the project. The survey noted similar declining trends across regions especially in Central (i.e. from 74% at baseline to 29%), Eastern (74% to 45%) and Volta (93% to 66%). Although YSLA members made significant progress out of financial anxiety, the reduction is more pronounced for male members than female members. The positive impact of the YSLA programme on progress out of poverty and asset accumulations as illustrated in Table 4.10 is further supported by this finding. 

Table 5.47 YSLA members’ financial anxiety
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When asked to describe how they cope daily household bills and consumables, the results show that the proportion of YSLA households reporting lots of difficulty in coping with daily bills for households drop from 27 percent at baseline to 22 percent at the end of the project. Again, the proportion who had no difficulty to cope with daily household expenses increased significantly from 4 percent at baseline to 14percent at endline, confirming earlier findings that YSLA members have made significant progress out of poverty since joining the groups. 

Table 5.48 YSLA Coping with Household bills


5.4.2 Self-image

One of the BoC global indicators is the description of members’ self-esteem. To measure self-esteem, YSLA members were asked to indicate the degree to which they (dis)agreed/or strongly (dis)agreed with seven statements that BoC defines as reflecting self-confidence. These include the ability to solve problems; take actions to improve one’s life; confidence to speak in community meetings, and to influence spousal and community decisions. About 83 percent of YSLA members were observed to have high self-image compared to baseline (73 percent). YSLA members in Central and Brong Ahafo significantly improved in their self-image. The study also finds that YSLA members in Central, Eastern and Northern regions demonstrate more confidence than their counterparts and seem more motivated to take action to improve their lives. YSLA women have more confidence compared to their male counterparts. YSLA women have more control over decisions to engage in income generating activities. Women also feel empowered through an increase in income and the ability to accumulate savings, purchase household assets and contribute towards children’s education. The findings suggest that members of the household and the community, at large, view female participants in a more positive way.
Table 5.49 Self-esteem


5.4.3 Perception of Social Position

One of the BoC global indicators is the description of members’ perception of their social position. To better understand the status of YSLA members’ social position in their community, they were asked the degree to which they (dis)agreed/or strongly (dis)agreed with five statements that BoC defines as reflecting perceived social status. These include respect from spouse, extended family members, and community. Results show that YSLA programme has a substantial self-reported positive effect on the social statuses of the participants. As illustrated in Table 5.50, the perception of social status of YSLA members slightly increased from the baseline figure of 51 percent to 56 percent at endline. YSLS members in Central, Eastern and Brong Ahafo noted an improvement in their status since joining the group. Also, current members experienced greater improvements in their social status than drop-outs. Only 46 percent of drop-outs report an improvement in their status in the community. It is possible that the drop-outs did not remain in the group long enough to see improvements in their social status. Perhaps many left the group because they did not see the expected social benefits. Either way, the overwhelming majority of YSLA members report a positive benefit of programme participation on their social status within the community and the family unit.
Table 5.50 Perception of Social Position


5.4.4 Involvement in Household Decision Making

One of the BoC global indicators measures the proportion of members involved in household decision making. This indicator measures the level of YLSA member’s contribution to decisions on key household's expenses, such education, health, food, housing and household equipment. A score of 3 or 4 reflects contribution towards key household expenditure. Respondents receive a score of “4” for answering “high” to 5 household expenditure questions, for a maximum of 20. Again, respondents receive a score of “3” for answering “moderate” to 5 household expenditure questions, for a maximum of 15. The indicator is tabulated by combining the frequency scores of key household expenditures and summed to derive an overall mean score. Average contribution weights across households are then computed to derive percentage score. 
Results show a significant increase in YSLA contribution to all the key dimensions over the baseline ratings, suggesting a strong contribution to key household decisions. As shown in Table 5.51, Central and Northern regional members’ contribution to all the key dimensions witnessed significant increases over the baseline ratings. However, members in Brong Ahafo and Volta regions recorded significant drops in their contribution to key household decisions. The study also finds that female members recorded high involvement to key household decisions compared to their male counterparts. This suggests that the gender gap in key household decisions is narrowing, which is thought to have positive outcomes for indicators such as food security and children educational achievements.
Table 5.51 Involvement in Household Decision making 


With regards to key household decision dimensions, an increasing trend is observed, which suggest increase in involvement in major household decisions. 

Table 5.52 YSLA members’ involvements
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5.5 Participation and Social Position

5.5.1 Socio-political participation

One of the global BoC indicators measures the proportion of members involved in community disputes resolution. The study therefore assessed the change in the level of involvement of YSLA member in leadership position at the community level. Results show no significant change in the proportion of YSLA members involved in resolving community level disputes between the baseline and endline. There is marked differentials across regions. For instance, while YVSL members in Central, Northern, Brong Ahafo and Ashanti regions experienced significant increase in the proportion of members involved in resolving community level disputes, YSLA members Upper West and Volta regions witnessed a drop from the baseline figures. There is a significant difference between current members and drop-outs in terms of proportion of members involved in community dispute resolution. This divergence may simply be a result of the drop-outs exiting from the programme. Alternatively, most of the drop-outs left the programme because it was negatively impacting them as shown in Table 5.53.
Table 5.53 Percentage of members holding leadership positions
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Another global BoC indicator measures the proportion of members holding leadership position in the community. Respondents were therefore asked to indicate whether they are board members or hold any leadership positions in the community. As shown in table 5.54, there is no significant change in the proportion of members occupying leadership positions in the community between the baseline and endline figures.  However, the proportion of positions held in areas such as faith-based organisation, farmer associations, and school or community clubs dropped from the baseline figure. Across regions, members in Ashanti, Central and Brong Ahafo regions recorded a significant increase in the proportion holding leadership positions, whiles the rest saw a drop or unchanged proportion of members holding leadership positions. There is also no significant difference between current members and drop-outs in terms of positions held in the community. 

Table 5.54 Percentage of members involved in 
community dispute resolution
	
	Baseline
	Endline

	Overall
	16.3%
	21.0%

	Central
	9.3%
	38.5

	Ashanti
	8.3%
	75.0

	Eastern
	15.7%
	16.7

	Volta
	33.3%
	-

	Brong Ahafo
	2.7%
	15.9

	Northern
	12.5%
	-

	Upper West
	38.8%
	12.2

	 
	17.5%
	15.8

	Still A Member
	17.0%
	22.6

	No More a Member
	15.1%
	9.4


5.6 Regression Analysis Results

The outcome variables of interest whose means differ significantly among the groups are now further examined using regression analysis. Although mean comparisons present an initial observation of programme impact, regression analysis permits us to take these estimations a step further. Preliminary comparisons of the basic characteristics of respondents, presented in the previous sections, suggest that the groups are relatively comparable, thereby validating the conclusions drawn from the mean comparisons. However, regression analysis allows us to actually statistically control for these characteristics, producing more robust estimations of programme impact. It is also possible to explore differential programme impact by gender through regression analysis. Given our hypothesis that programme participation may have a greater impact on the welfare of the household for female members, this is an important benefit. By incorporating both a discrete participation variable as well as a continuous variable for the number of years of participation, regression analysis also allows us to examine the timing of program impact.

Table 5.55 Regression results

	 
	IGA
	No. of meals
	Food quality
	Education
	Health

	Membership
	0.200**
	0.054
	0.083
	258.070
	69.090

	 
	(0.088)
	(0.278)
	(0.076)
	(184.55)
	(49.67)

	Gender
	-0.521
	-0.026
	-0.198
	-126.43
	-70.00

	 
	(0.151)
	(0.477)
	(0.131)
	(316.52)
	(85.18)

	Gender*Membership
	-0.092
	-0.046
	-0.019
	-154.05
	-40.31

	 
	(0.056)
	(0.176)
	(0.048)
	(116.94)
	(31.47)

	Dosage
	-0.596***
	0.419
	-0.092
	-109.77
	-49.38

	 
	(0.119)
	(0.375)
	(0.103)
	(248.91)
	(66.99)

	Gender*Dosage
	0.300***
	-0.004
	0.086
	111.79
	40.10

	 
	(0.066)
	(0.209)
	(0.057)
	(138.59)
	(37.30)

	Accessloan
	0.003
	0.014
	0.015
	79.32*
	-10.87

	 
	(0.021)
	(0.067)
	(0.018)
	(44.15)
	(11.88)

	Invest-in-IGA
	
	-0.073
	-0.068***
	-95.36
	-2.24

	 
	
	(0.067)
	(0.018)
	(44.45)
	(11.97)

	Sav
	-0.031
	0.092
	-0.043*
	-82.30
	3.55

	 
	(0.029)
	(0.091)
	(0.025)
	(60.48)
	(16.28)

	No. of persons living in HH
	-0.002
	0.036**
	0.007**
	15.45*
	2.55

	 
	(0.004)
	(0.013)
	(0.004)
	(8.49)
	(2.29)

	Ashanti
	-0.109**
	0.080
	0.086**
	2.020
	-42.40

	 
	(0.048)
	(0.151)
	(0.041)
	(100.34)
	(27.00)

	Eastern
	-0.086*
	0.144
	0.031
	-26.41
	50.59*

	 
	(0.043)
	(0.134)
	(0.037)
	(89.16)
	(30.79)

	Volta
	-0.164**
	0.268
	-0.082*
	-7.48
	-59.23

	 
	(0.055)
	(0.173)
	(0.047)
	(114.41)
	(30.79)

	Brong Ahafo
	-0.076
	-0.399**
	-0.148***
	-86.7
	-41.03

	 
	(0.046)
	(0.147)
	(0.04)
	(97.20)
	(26.16)

	Northern
	-0.066
	-0.541**
	-0.148***
	-141.30
	-67.59

	 
	(0.064)
	(0.203)
	(0.056)
	(134.75)
	(36.27)

	Upper West
	-0.112**
	-0.792***
	-0.277***
	-74.85
	-39.89

	 
	(0.037)
	(0.117)
	(0.032)
	(77.36)
	(20.82)

	Primary
	-0.041*
	0.057
	-0.026
	5.55
	7.63

	 
	(0.025)
	(0.078)
	(0.021)
	(51.63)
	(13.89)

	Secondary
	-0.008
	0.044
	0.047*
	175.26**
	-3.34

	 
	(0.032)
	(0.100)
	(0.027)
	(66.07)
	(17.78)

	University/College
	0.184***
	0.096
	0.006
	1063.8***
	4.61

	 
	(0.057)
	(0.181)
	(0.049)
	(119.75)
	(32.23)

	Age
	0.001
	-0.008**
	-0.002**
	2.25
	0.512

	 
	(0.001)
	(0.003)
	(0.001)
	(2.05)
	(0.553)

	Widowed
	-0.043
	0.189
	0.035
	28.77
	67.39**

	 
	(0.050)
	(0.157)
	(0.043)
	(104.23)
	(28.05)

	Divorced/Seperated
	0.068
	0.201
	0.068
	167.18
	44.87

	 
	(0.068)
	(0.215)
	(0.058)
	(142.25)
	(38.28)

	Married monogamous
	-0.021
	0.107
	0.043*
	123.98**
	53.25***

	 
	(0.025)
	(0.080)
	(0.022)
	(53.26)
	(14.33)

	Married polygamous
	-0.057
	0.224
	-0.016
	53.04
	69.44**

	 
	(0.051)
	(0.162)
	(0.044)
	(107.22)
	(28.86)

	Constant
	1.929
	1.853***
	0.793***
	173.58
	101.83

	 
	(0.142)
	(0.449)
	(0.122)
	(297.46)
	(80.06)

	Observations
	745
	525
	525
	462
	462

	R-square
	0.882
	0.318
	0.418
	0.194
	0.159


Robust standard errors in parentheses

***p<0.01, **p<0.05, *p<0.1 

Regression results on IGAs

Theory suggests that savings and loans programme participation allows clients to significantly diversify their sources of income
. The initial financial management skills training in the programme, which focuses on the promotion of Income Generating Activities (IGAs), in combination with access to the loans and the share-out from the YSLA, is expected to facilitate diversification of member household’s income.

In table 5.55, regression analysis is used to measure the impact of programme participation on the number of IGAs a YSLA member is currently involved in. Overall, the results seem to confirm the basic assumption that YSLA programme participation stimulates a positive and significant impact on the outcome variable. Due to the inclusion of the interaction term, the coefficient on membership, which is significant at the 5 percent level, may be interpreted as the effect of participation for male members only.

Given that the average number of IGAs per household is between 1 and 2, the size of the coefficient may be considered practically significant as it suggests that membership in the YSLA increases the number of IGAs of households of male members by 0.2. The negative coefficient on gender, although neither statistically nor practically significant, suggests that households of female respondents, without any programme impact, operate fewer number IGAs than households of male respondents. The negative coefficient on the interaction term, although it is not statistically significant, implies that programme participation also has a slightly positive impact on the outcome variable for men. Qualitative data reveal that men are breadwinners and are supposed to provide for their households. Moreover, women are more limited than men in their ability to generate income both because of restrictive social customs/norms and because they are over-burdened with other household activities. The coefficient on the interaction term between membership and gender is statistically insignificant meaning there is no significant difference in impact by gender.

The addition of the continuous dosage variable, representing the number of years respondents have been members of a YSLA group, generally supports the basic hypothesis. The coefficient on dosage is statistically significant, which suggests that YSLA programme participation has overall effect on a household’s number of IGAs. This may indicate that the gains for programme participants are not primarily derived from the initial training received upon entry but increase with time. Moreover, both the interaction term of dosage and gender and the associated linear combination term are significant at the 5 percent level. This suggests that programme participation has a significant positive effect over time for female YSLA members. However, the impact may not be considered economically significant as the magnitude of the linear combination term implies that for each year of membership in the YSLA, the households of current female members operate 0.30 more IGAs than female drop-outs. The coefficient of access to loans, which is positive, although not significant, suggests that the more loans members acquire the increase in the number of IGAs engaged in by YSAL members. 

Given the importance of IGAs in the YSLA methodology, as well as the apparent discrete effect of participation, these results may also suggest a sizeable benefit of the basic training module on programme participants. These quantitative results are further corroborated by the focus group discussions. Participants of the discussions listed a variety of small businesses, each of which were funded using a loan or savings share-out, including the selling bread, oranges, oil, etc.; buying taxi; raising livestock and chicken to sell; and buying agricultural inputs to improve yields. Overall, YSLA participation seems to have a positive impact on the growth and diversification of income sources.
Regression on Health Expenditures

Theory suggests that saving and loans programme participation increases a household’s ability to finance and thus access healthcare, eventually improving the household’s health status. The results presented in the regression analysis for health expenditures are generally not statistically significant, though they move in the expected direction. 

In table 5.55, the magnitude of the coefficient on membership suggests that current members spend approximately GH¢69 more on healthcare than the drop-outs. However, the coefficient is not statistically significant. The coefficient on gender is also insignificant. The size of the coefficient suggests that without programme intervention women spend roughly GH¢70 less on healthcare. The linear combination term, though not significant, shows that men experience a positive impact from YSLA participation. Current members spend approximately GH¢40 more on heath expenditures than drop-outs. Overall, the YSLA programme appears to have a moderately significant impact on the health expenditures for the households of current members. 

Regression on Meal Quantity

The theory suggests that women, both YSLA members and non-members alike, are more likely to spend on the diet of their household. Contrary to this expectation, YSLA participation seems to only impact the number of meals per day for households of male members, and has no effect on the households of female members.

The coefficient on membership is not significant, but the size and the positive sign of the coefficient suggest that households of current members have, on average, 0.054 more meals per day than the drop-outs. The sign of the coefficient on gender, which is also not significant, implies that, without programme intervention, households of female respondents consume 0.026 less meals per day than those of male respondents. The coefficient on the interaction term, which is not significant, is negative indicating that perhaps participation in the YSLA programme has a much smaller impact on female members. The linear combination term confirms this result as it is statistically insignificant, suggesting that programme participation has no effect on average number of meals per day for households of female YSLA members. Overall, it appears that when men participate in the YSLA programme, their households are brought in line with those of women in terms of number of meals. This may suggest that households of female respondents are getting the optimal number of meals per day even without programme intervention. Women likely devote a greater share of their available resources to nutrition, regardless of their wealth. Men only spend on their household’s diet once they have greater available resources, thus confirming the assumption that men place less importance on the diet of their household than women. The coefficient on dosage, which is not significant, comes in as positive, suggesting that the number of meals in the households of YSLA member increases with each additional year of programme participation.

The coefficient on household size, which is significant at the 5 percent level, implies that larger households consume, on average, a greater number of meals per day. The coefficient on Brong Ahafo Northern and Upper West is statistically significant, which suggests YSLA members in Central region are better off in the number of meals consumed per day compared to these regions. However, YSLA members in Ashanti, Eastern and Volta regions, on average consumer greater number of meals per day than their counterparts in Central region.

The quantitative results suggest that without programme intervention women invest more in the diet of their household. Participation in the YSLA programme, however, brings the households of male members up to the level of those of female respondents in terms of number of meals per day. Again, perhaps this signifies the existence of some optimal number of meals per day, which women may achieve without programme intervention. Meanwhile, men only reach this number through the increased availability of resources made possible through programme participation. When dosage is included in the specification, the results are slightly surprising as they suggest that each additional year of participation for female members decreases the number of meals consumed in the household. However, the estimated coefficient is very small.

Regression on Meal Quality

In addition to meal quantity, the quantitative results indicate that YSLA participation has a considerable impact on meal quality, evident in an increase in the quality of food basket consumed in a day prior to the interview. While the results for the consumption of quality meals are slightly less robust that those for quantity of meals, overall, they indicate a positive and significant impact of programme participation on the quality of a household’s diet. 

In Table 5.55, the YSLA programme stimulated a positive impact on a household’s consumption of quality food, particularly for current members. The coefficient on gender, although it is insignificant, is negative, which implies that, without programme intervention, households of female respondents generally consume foods approximately 19 percent less quality than those of male respondents. This runs contrary to our general assumption that suggests that women are more likely than men to invest in the household’s diet. Perhaps households of female members have lower incomes, in general. Income is not controlled for in the regression. Together, these results may suggest that households of female YSLA members, on the whole, have a lower-income than those of male members. Alternatively, given the relatively high expense of milk, meat, vegetables, fruit, etc., women may spend a greater proportion of their resources on more cost-effective food items such as grains or beans, rather than on expensive meat. The coefficients on dosage as well as on the related linear combination term remain statistically insignificant. This suggests a discrete impact of participation in the programme, rather than one that varies over time. Overall, these quantitative results suggest that programme participation has a moderate impact on consumption quality meals for households. 
5.6.5 Regression on Education

Participation in the YSLA programme is expected to increase the level of education attainment and/or the quality of education received, by facilitating a higher level of education expenditure through consumption smoothing. However, the quantitative results to support this theory are weak, though, they tend in the expected direction. Overall, we can roughly speculate that the YSLA programme has a marginal positive impact on a household’s level of education expenditure.

Neither the coefficient on membership nor on the linear combination term is statistically significant in the specification. Although it is statistically insignificant, it is interesting to note that the coefficient on membership is positive, which implies a positive programme impact on the education expenditures for households. However, the coefficient on gender is negative, indicating a negative effect for households of female members. Access to loan is significant suggesting that households who accessed loans spent significant proportion on education. This is expected as a larger proportion of the YSLA members were students. Although none of the coefficients are statistically significant, this inconsistency may reflect a potential weakness in the data. In both columns (3) and (4), the coefficients on dosage and the linear combination term for dosage are also statistically insignificant. Overall, this suggests that YSLA participation has no impact on a household’s education expenses, contrary to our hypothesis.

The magnitude of the coefficient of membership indicates that households of current YSLA members, both male and female, spend approximately GH¢258 more per year on education than the drop-outs. Considering that most members are in school or have children of school age, the size of the coefficient on membership may be considered practically significant. 

6.0 CONCLUSION
The assessment sought to assess the impact of the Banking on Change project on Ghana Youth Groups members and households. The report has delved into, and provided detailed information on how project interventions has contributed to key project indicators including improving household socio-economic conditions (poverty levels, household assets, quality of housing and food security), YSLA members’ economic empowerment, and members’ socio-political participation of both women and men.

The overall trend of the assessment shows that the livelihood of YSLA members has improved, although the poverty scorecard reveals a marginal increase in the proportion of members who are likely to fall below the national poverty line (i.e. from 35 percent at baseline to 39 percent at endline). It was found that signification proportion of YSLA drop-outs consist of the ultra-poor with inability to save cited as the dominant reason for attrition. 

The assessment reveals an improvement in the financial ability of YSLA households hence a reduction in the percentage of households having difficulties to cope with ordinary bills and daily consumer items. YSLA members invested more in productive assets rather than just purchasing any kind of asset. Thus while the number of members who purchased assets decreased from 34 percent at baseline to 22 percent at endline, there was a significant increase in the proportion of members who invested in productive assets from a baseline figure of 32 percent to 48 percent. Average acreage of land owned/available to households’ members has also increased from a baseline figure 2.76 to 5.43. Project beneficiaries attributed most of these successes to the BoC project intervention. 

The housing condition of YSLA households has generally improved. The type of toilet facility used by YSLA households has improved. Thus, the percentage of household members using covered pit latrine witnessed a significant improvement from 16 percent at baseline to 34 percent and a decrease in the number of household members who have no toilet facility. There was a decline in the proportion of YSLA members who undertook housing improvements, however the mean amount spent increased significantly from GH¢222.72 to GH¢364.40. This is because improvements were primarily carried out in capital intensive renovations such as: cement plastering of walls, roofing and flooring signaling- improvement in members’ financial condition. Further, participation in the YSLA programme impacted positively on members’ socio-economic condition as volume of IGA increased significantly from GH¢204.81 at baseline to GH¢282.423 at endline. Volume of investment made by males however, remained higher than females as was the case at baseline.
The impact assessment also shows an improvement in quality and quantity of meals consumed as well as household children’s access to education. Further, YSLA members also report increased control over households’ financial and material resources. Thus significant proportion of female YSLA members recorded an increase in control over own resources; a change attributable to the BoC project.

The assessment found an enhancement in YSLA members’ self-esteem and social position from baseline to endline. Specifically, self-esteem of female YSLA members increased from 78 percent to 86 percent. Similarly, participation in the YSLA programme has impacted positively on the social status of YSLA members. Interestingly, as there was an improvement in the number of YSLA members who reported having high self-esteem, similar trend was recorded for those who have abandoned their groups. Participation in the YSLA programme also contributed to empowering members to take up leadership positions in project communities. Thus, there was an increase in the number of current YSLA members holding leadership positions from 16 percent at baseline to 22 percent at endline as against. The figure for those who have dropped-out reduced from 11 percent to 9 percent. Similarly, more YSLA members are involved in community dispute resolution than those who have abandon their groups.
Proportion of members who keep written record of business transactions increased marginally from 15 percent at baseline to 19 percent at project end. Similar result was recorded for members who have written budget for their businesses. This trend suggests that members appreciate the need to keep written records and budget.

The BoC intervention has contributed significantly to the livelihood of YSLA members and their households. It was however observed that members have not fully appreciated the need for external capital injection into their business beyond the small loans secured from YSLAs. It emerged that interest among YSLA members to save with formal financial institutions is low. This is because YSLA members perceive the YSLA programme as an end to their banking needs instead of a stepping stone to inculcate the habit of savings and move to higher level of meeting their financial needs through formal financial institutions/banks.
Recommendations

· Include income generating activity based on local economic opportunities as a key component of future BoC intervention to enable the ultra-poor to make regular savings to the scheme. It came to light during the assessment that the very poor were more likely to abandon the YSLA groups. Most reasons cited were their inability to make regular savings due to absence of income generating activity. For the BoC intervention to enroll the ultra-poor, the package should go beyond financial inclusion to direct support/intervention in areas of income generating activities. 

· Include capacity building activity in best agronomic practices, climate smart agriculture to stimulate productivity of poor farmers to increase their yield and ability to participate meaningfully in future BoC schemes. Thus bad weather was cited as the main bottlenecks to increased agricultural productivity as such providing direct support as a key component of future BoC intervention should be considered.  
· Record keeping still remains a challenge to a number of YSLA members. Whiles most beneficiaries appreciate the need for record keeping as a catalyst for business planning and growth, translating such knowledge into practice remains a challenge. Future interventions should consider deepening capacity building efforts to achieve a sustained outcome.

· Future intervention should intensify the financial literacy and business skills component to broaden the horizon of youth groups to explore external funding to grow their businesses.
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FIGURE 2.1 Map of Ghana showing survey regions





Table 4.2 Household Size 


(Mean scores)








Table 4.5 Households Literacy Rates 








Figure 5.8 Percentage of YSLA members that hold savings instruments	





Table 5.33 Saving mechanisms employed by YSLA Members








�See Banking on Change Story at http://group.barclays.com/Satellite?blobcol
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�GLSS 5, September 2008


�IMF, World Economic Outlook Database, September 2011.


�Agriculture accounts for roughly one-third of the country’s GDP and employs more than half of the workforce mainly small landholders


�Dependency ratio is computed by adding the number of children (15 years and below) to the aged (65 years and above) and dividing the figure by households in their active age. That is 16 to 64 years. That is household members who are deemed economically inactive. 
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� The national poverty line is also consistent with the global poverty line of $1.25%
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�The GLSS 5 notes similar pattern throughout Ghana and across age groups


�Literacy rate in Ghana is 56.3% (GLSS 6)
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� Retrospective approach involves collecting data about past events. This method is mainly employed to measure and understand change and to include a time dimension to the data that can be used to identify causal factors contributing to any observed change.  
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