Annex B

Focus Group Discussions & 

Interviews with GOs and NGOs

Focus Group Discussions

Focus Group Discussion with Children

Date of interview: 

15.08.03

Location of interview: 

Gjilan/Gnjilane

Target group: 


Children

Ethnicity: 


Albanian

Location: 


Urban

Place/Region:


Gjilan/Gnjilane
Number of participants:

9 (4 female and 5 male)
1. Is child labour a reality in Kosovo today? 

Yes it is a reality.

2. Where do children most often work? 

a) In the green market.  They carry items with wheelbarrows.

b) Housework.

c) Selling cigarettes and chewing gum.

d) Collecting cans.

e) Learning a profession.

3. Is there more child labour in urban or rural areas? 

Urban.

4. Are there more girls or boys engaged in child labour activities? 

Boys.

5. Are these children mainly paid employees, paid by their families, unpaid family employees or self-employed?
They are employed mainly to help parents buy food, books, etc.

6. Do you know of any specific case of child labour in your family/neighborhood/municipality? Please give examples 

My 12 year-old neighbour goes every Sunday with his father to the green market to carry things with a wheelbarrow. He leaves early in the morning and comes back in the evening. 

7. Are the boys and girls treated equally? Please give examples.

Boys are treated better than girls.

8. Why do you think children work? 

They are in difficult economic conditions.

9. Do children work instead of their parents?

Some of them work instead of their parents or because their parents are sick.

10. Has it been the same situation before the conflict (1999)? Is there a tradition of working children? Is it better or worse now? 

· Now it is worse than before the conflict. 

· Work is part of the tradition. 

11. Do you know if these children go to school? Do they go regularly? 

Most of them attend school but not regularly.

12. Do you know of any cases when children don’t go to school? Why? Does it have to do with the child’s gender?

No, we don’t.

13. What do you think about working children? Is it good or not? Why? 

To work is not good because they are very young and it harms their health. They don’t even have free time. It would be better if they continue schooling.

14. What can be done to prevent child labour and to protect working children? Possible solutions? 

Parents need to be employed.

Date of interview: 

14.08.03
 

Location of interview: 

Cërnica
      

Target group: 


Children

Ethnicity: 


Albanian

Location: 


Rural

Place/Region:


Gjilan/Gnjilane

Number of participants:

8 children

1. Is child labour a reality in Kosovo today?

Yes it is.

2. Where do children most often work? 

a) Herding cattle.

b) Fieldwork (corn, potatoes, etc.).

c) Selling cigarettes (refreshments, etc.).

d) Carrying goods with wheelbarrow.

3. Is there more child labour in urban or rural areas? 

Urban.
4. Are more girls or boys engaged in child labour activities? 

Boys.
5. Are these children mainly paid employees, paid by their families, unpaid family employees or self-employed?

They mainly work for the family.

6. Do you know of any specific case of child labour in your family/neighborhood/municipality? Please give examples 

A 9-year old boy accompanies his father to sell different things (refreshments, pepper, yeast, etc.) in the big cities. They are very successful.

7. Are the boys and girls treated equally? Please give examples.

-

8. Why do you think children work? 

a) To help parents.

b) To provide food.

c) To earn money.

d) To improve the economic situation of the family.

9. Do children work instead of their parents? Why?

We don’t know any case.
10. Has it been the same situation before the conflict (1999)? Is there a tradition of working children? Is it better or worse now? 

Now, after the conflict, the situation is better.

11. Do you know if these children go to school? Do they go regularly? 

Yes they do.

12. Do you know of any cases when children don’t go to school? Why? Does it have to do with the child’s gender? 

_

13. What do you think about working children? Is it good or not? Why? 

First of all they must study.  They can work too, but, only easy work.

14. What can be done to prevent child labour and to protect working children? Possible solutions? 

Parents need to be employed so that families will have more money.

Date of interview: 

18.08.03



      

Location of interview: 

Prizren town

Target group: 


Children

Ethnicity: 


Roma

Location: 


Urban

Place/Region:


Prizren

Number of participants:

13 (5 female and 8 male)

1. Is child labour a reality in Kosovo today? 

Yes, it is a reality.

2. Where do children most often work? 

a) Working with wheelbarrows.

b) Selling cigarettes, chewing gum and chocolate.

c) Collecting cans.

3. Is there more child labour in urban or rural areas? 

Urban.

4. Are there more girls or boys engaged in child labour activities? 

Boys.

5. Are these children mainly paid employees, paid by their families, unpaid family employees or self-employed?
They work to bring money home.

6. Do you know of any specific case of child labour in your family/neighborhood/municipality? Please give examples 

A 13 year-old boy who works with a wheelbarrow; he stopped attending school because of the hard economic situation.

7. Are boys and girls treated equally? Please give examples.

Boys are praised more than girls.

8. Why do you think children work? 

a) To earn money for food.

b) Because of hard economic conditions.

9. Do the children work instead of their parents?

Yes, some of them have to work because their parents are sick and they have to replace them. 

10. Has it been the same situation before the conflict (1999)? Is there a tradition of working children? Is it better or worse now? 

Now there are more working children than before the war.

11. Do you know if these children go to school? Do they go regularly? 

They don’t go to school because they don’t have good conditions and they have to work.

12. Do you know of any cases when the children don’t go to school? Why? Does it have to do with the child’s gender? 

Yes, there are cases when girls stop attending school because their parents don’t let them continue.

13. What do you think about working children? Is it good or not? Why? 

a) They fail at school.

b) They have no time to play.

14. What can be done to prevent child labour and to protect working children? Possible solutions? 

Parents must be employed.

Date of interview: 

05.08.03

Location of interview: 

Pemishtë (previously Hereq)

Target group: 


Children

Ethnicity: 


Roma

Location: 


Rural

Place/Region:


Gjilan/Gnjilane

Number of participants:

12 (6 female and 6 male)
1. Is child labour a reality in Kosovo today? 

Yes, children work in Kosovo. In general, in our village, children work. 

2. Where do children most often work? 

· Boys generally herd cattle, work in the fields, and, cut firewood.

· Girls generally do housework, cook, and, carry water from the spring several times a day.

3. Is there more child labour in the urban or rural areas? 

Rural children work more than urban children. 

4. Are there more girls or boys engaged in child labour activities? 

Boys.

5. Are these children mainly paid employees, paid by their families, unpaid family employees or self-employed?
All children of our village don’t get paid as they work for their own families. 

6. Do you know of any specific case of child labour in your family/neighborhood/municipality? Please give examples 

In general, we all engage in similar activities.  There are no specific cases.

7. Are the boys and girls treated equally? Please give examples.

Girls are more respected by their families; they are appreciated and thanked more than boys.

8. Why do you think children work? 

a) To help their mother.

b) To help their family.

c) To help their parents and themselves.

9. Do the children work instead of their parents?

There are few cases when parents don’t work and they require their children to work.

10. Has it been the same situation before the conflict (1999)? Is there a tradition of working children? Is it better or worse now? 

· Regarding children’s work the situation is the same.

· While some participants think that child labour is part of the tradition, others don’t agree.

11. Do you know if children go to school? Do they go regularly? 

There are many cases of children who don’t go to school. 

12. Do you know of any cases when the children don’t go to school? Why? Does it have to do with the child’s gender? 

· In our village there are 7 boys who are not yet 15 years old and they don’t go to school. The number of children under 15 who go to school is larger than those who don’t go. 

· There is large number of girls under 15 who don’t go to school. The number of girls under 15 who don’t go to school is bigger than that of the girls who do go to school. 

Reasons for not attending school:  

· They are usually teased when going to school because they are Roma and the school is 3 km away from their living place. 

· One of the boys was beaten when going to school and because of this he left school for about a one year.

· Girls have been attacked and there have been attempts to kidnap them.

· The economic situation is very hard.

· Sometimes teachers use violence.

13. What do you think about working children? Is it good or not? Why? 

Some participants answered that work is good; others disagreed. The prevalent opinion is that it is good to find time to study, to play and to help parents and the family.

14. What can be done to prevent child labour and to protect working children? Possible solutions? 

If parents have work and money then the child would not have to work. The economic situation should be improved.

Date of interview:

12.08.03

Location of interview:

Lipjan/Lipljan town

Target group:


Children

Ethnicity:


Serbian

Location:


Urban

Place/Region:


Prishtina/Pristina

Number of participants:

8 children

1. Is child labour a reality in Kosovo today?

Yes, we have to help our parents.

2. Where do children most often work?

All stated that the boys help in the garden and the girls help to clean the house.

3. Is there more child labour in urban or rural areas?

All stated that children work more in villages than in towns because in the villages they dig land and help their parents in agriculture.

4. Are more girls or boys engaged in child labour activities?

Boys work more and girls have more privileges from their parents.

5. Are these children mainly paid employees, paid by their families, unpaid family employees or self-employed?
Usually children are not paid and work to assist.

6. Do you know of any specific case of child labour in your family/neighborhood/municipality? Please give examples

In Lipljan there are no working children in the streets, shops, markets, etc. Children work basically at home. There is a case in Skulanevo village/Lipljan municipality where a Roma girl left the school because of her financial situation. She is 14 years old. She works at home and takes care of her brothers and sisters. She prepares lunch and cleans the house while her parents go to work in the fields to earn money.

7. Are the boys and girls treated equally? Please give examples.

Girls are more gentle and parents do not allow them to do hard physical work. Boys are stronger and they usually work more than girls.

8. Why do you think children work?

They work to help their parents.

9. Do the children work instead of their parents?

Parents do not have time to do everything and children come to help.

10. Has it been the same situation before the conflict (1999)? Is there a tradition of working children? Is it better or worse now?

We do not remember.

11. Do you know if these children go to school? Do they go regularly? 
All children go to school.

12. Do you know of any cases when the children don’t go to school? Why? Does it have to do with the child’s gender?

The only case we know is a Roma girl from Skulanevo who left the school because of financial problems.

13. What do you think about working children? Is it good or not? Why?

Half of the group thought that work is good because children will adopt good work habits. The other half believed that work is not good because children need to spend more time playing with friends and learning.

14. What can be done to prevent child labour and to protect working children? Possible solutions?

We do not know what to say.

Date of interview:

14.08.03

Location of interview:

Gracanica

Target Group:


Children

Ethnicity:


Serbian

Location:


Rural
Place/ Region:


Prishtina/Pristina

Number of participants:

9 children
1. Is child labour a reality in Kosovo today?

We do not know.  For us, it is not a problem.  If we do work, it is only easy work.

2. Where do children most often work?

Most of the children in Gracanica work in the agriculture sector but there are also few children that work in restaurants and shops.

3. Is there more child labour in urban or rural areas?

Children work more in the rural areas because children in the towns do not have fields to work on. In the urban environments they usually work at home.

4. Are more girls or boys engaged in child labour activities?

We think that boys and girls work equally hard.

5. Are these children mainly paid employees, paid by their families, unpaid family employees or self-employed?
Most of the children are not paid because they only assist their parents.

6. Do you know of any specific case of child labour in your family/neighborhood/municipality? Please give examples.

There is a case of one 15 year old boy in Gracinica. He left school and now he works in one restaurant. He does everything to earn money because he is the only one in family who has a job. He left school because of the bad financial situation of the family.

7. Are the boys and girls treated equally? Please give examples.

Usually boys and girls are treated equally.

8. Why do you think children work?

Most of the children work to help the family but there are some cases when they work just to survive.

9. Do the children work instead of their parents?

Most of the children work together with their parents but there are cases when the children work because their parents are not in good health. Other children work because they are the only members of their families that can find a job.

10. Has it been the same situation before the conflict (1999)? Is there a tradition of working children? Is it better or worse now?

The situation was much better before 1999.  Before the conflict, children didn’t need to work because their families had better financial situations.

11. Do you know if these children go to school? Do they go regularly?

There are children that work and regularly go to school.

12. Do you know of any cases when the children don’t go to school? Why? Does it have to do with the child’s gender?
In the last few years there are more cases of children who do not go to school because they started to deal with drugs; it is easy money.

13. What do you think about working children? Is it good or not? Why?

It is good for those children that work to assist parents but it is not good at all for the children that start dealing with drugs.

14. What can be done to prevent child labour and to protect working children? Possible solutions?

The only way to help those children and to protect them is by ensuring that their parents have well paying jobs and that they have a good financial situation at home.

Focus Group Discussion with Parents
Date of interview: 


15.08.03
Location of interview:


Prishtina/Pristina
Target group: 



Parents

Ethnicity: 



Albanian

Location: 



Urban 

Place/Region:



Prishtina/Pristina

Number of participants:


10 people

1. Is child labour a reality in Kosovo today? 

Child labour is a troubling reality in Kosovo. There is a significant of working children in Kosovo.

2. Where do children most often work? 

a) Selling things in streets (chewing gum, cigarettes, refreshments etc).

b) Carrying things with wheelbarrow in market.

c) Herding cattle.

d) Working in the field.

e) Construction. 





      

f) Working in car-garages. 

g) Do housework (cook, wash and clean).


      

3. Is there more child labour in urban or rural areas? 

Urban children work more. Most of the village children are now town inhabitants but many children come from the village to the town to work. 

4. Are there more girls or boys engaged in child labour activities? 

More boys.

5. Are these children mainly paid employees, paid by their families, unpaid family employees or self-employed?
Most of them are unpaid workers because they work for their family. Those who are employed outside of their families bring the money home to support their families. 

6. Do you know of any specific case of child labour in your family/neighborhood/municipality? Please give examples 

There is a family that came to live in Prishtina/Pristina after the conflict and two sons from this family sell cigarettes and matches. They are about 10 to 11 years old and probably they don’t go to school because they are around the city during different times of the day. 

7. Are the boys and girls treated equally? Please give examples.

In general, girls are treated better.

8. Why do you think children work? 

a) All 10 participants think that they work to help the family.

b) They also work to earn money for themselves.

9. Do children work instead of their parents?

There are many cases when the parents don’t work but they force their children to work.

10. Has it been the same situation before the conflict (1999)? Is there a tradition of working children? Is it better or worse now? 

· Child labour is not part of any tradition. 

· In general before the conflict there were not many Albanian children working in the streets and other places. Now, however, because of the hard economic situation the number is more significant.

11. Do you know if these children go to school? Do they go regularly? 

There are many children who don’t go to school at all. Working children don’t go to school regularly. 

12. Do you know of any cases when the children don’t go to school? Why? Does it have to do with the child’s gender? 

Many children don’t go to school because they have to work. Perhaps in the villages it has to do with the child’s gender but this is only the stereotype.

13. What do you think about working children? Is it good or not? Why? 

Children under 15 should work the minimum possible. The work they do should fit their age. 

14. What can be done to prevent child labour and to protect working children? Possible solutions? 

a) Employment should be improved considerably (factories, etc.).

b) Society in general should pay a lot of attention to developing quality educational conditions.

c) Schools should improve services by offering additional services for free time. 

d) At school there should be at least one professional that takes care of these children. 

Date of interview: 

12.08.03      
Location of interview: 

Arbanas
Target group: 


Parents

Ethnicity: 


Albanian

Location: 


Rural

Place/Region:


Prizren

Number of participants:

14 (4 females and 10 males)

1. Is child labour a reality in Kosovo today? 

Yes, it is a reality, not that much in our village but it is still a reality.

2. Where do children most often work? 

a) Doing housework (girls).

b) Herding cattle.

c) Cleaning stables.

d) Helping in cultivation of trees.

e) Carrying items with a wheelbarrow.

f) Selling in green market.

g) Collecting fruit.

3. Are there more in the urban or rural area? 

More in rural areas. 

4. Do more girls or boys engage in child labour activities? 

Boys. 

5. Are these children mainly paid employees, paid by their families, unpaid family employees or self-employed?
They help their families.

6. Do you know of any specific case of child labour in your family/neighborhood/municipality? Please give examples 

We have no evident cases in our village.

7. Are the boys and girls treated equally? Please give examples.

Girls are treated better especially when carrying heavy stuff, so, for example, if there is need for carrying they call the boys for help. 

8. Why do you think children work? 

Because of the hard economic situation.

9. Do the children work instead of their parents?

Not in our village. Children work in their parents’ place only if they are not capable for work (handicapped).

10. Has it been the same situation before the conflict (1999)? Is there a tradition of working children? Is it better or worse now? 

Yes, it is part of the tradition. 

The same as before the war, children don’t perform work that is not appropriate for them. 

11. Do you know if these children go to school? Do they go regularly? 

All of them go to school regularly.

12. Do you know of any cases when the children don’t go to school? Why? Does it have to do with the child’s gender? 

-

13. What do you think about working children? Is it good or not? Why? 

A good balance between work and school must be found. School is in the first place and work should be to a smaller extent. 

14. What can be done to prevent child labour and to protect working children? Possible solutions? 

a) Improvement of economic situation.

b) Encouragement of local factories.

c) Collaboration of institutions.

Date of interview: 

08.08.03    

Location of interview: 

Prizren

Target group: 


Parents 

Ethnicity: 


Roma

Location: 


Urban

Place/Region:


Prizren

Number of participants:

11 (5 female and 6 male)

1. Is child labour a reality in Kosovo today? 

Yes it is a reality.

2. Where do children most often work? 

a) Transporting things.

b) Selling music.

c) Collecting cans.

d) Cutting firewood.

e) Learning a profession.

f) Carrying items with wheelbarrows.

3. Is there more child labour in urban or rural areas? 

Urban.

4. Do more girls or boys engage in child labour activities? 

Males do hard work and girls do easier work.

5. Are these children mainly paid employees, paid by their families, unpaid family employees or self-employed?
They mainly bring the money home.

6. Do you know of any specific case of child labour in your family/neighborhood/municipality? Please give examples 

A 13 year-old boy collects cans with a wheelbarrow.  He does not come to school at all.

7. Are the boys and girls treated equally? Please give examples.

Boys are treated better.

8. Why do you think children work? 

Because of the economic conditions.

9. Do the children work instead of their parents?

Only if their parents are sick.

10. Has it been the same situation before the conflict (1999)? Is there a tradition of working children? Is it better or worse now? 

It is not the same, now it is worse because of great unemployment. 

11. Do you know if these children go to school? Do they go regularly? 

Most of the working children don’t go to school because of the conditions. 

12. Do you know of any cases when these children don’t go to school? Why? Does it have to do with the child’s gender? 

Yes there are cases but they are not on the basis of gender.

13. What do you think about working children? Is it good or not? Why? 

For us, as parents, it is not very nice to see children working. It happens because of poverty within the family.

14. What can be done to prevent child labour and to protect working children? Possible solutions? 

· Parents need to be employed.

· Opening of factories.

· Improving living conditions.

Date of interview: 

19.08.03    

Location of interview: 

Pirana

Target group: 


Parents

Ethnicity: 


Roma

Location: 


Rural

Place/Region:


Prizren

Number of participants:

8 people
1. Is child labour a reality in Kosovo today? 

Yes, children work in Kosovo. Ten year old children generally work.

2. Where do children most often work? 

a) Agriculture. 

b) Selling in streets (cigarettes, matches, refreshments etc).

c) Carrying things with a wheelbarrow.

d) Doing housework (cook, wash and clean).

e) Herding cattle.

3. Is there more child labour in urban or rural areas? 

Rural children.

4. Do more girls or boys engage in child labour activities? 

Boys work outside the house while girls are inside and around the house. 

5. Are these children mainly paid employees, paid by their families, unpaid family employees or self-employed?
Most of the working children work without payment and for the family. 

6. Do you know of any specific case of child labour in your family/neighborhood/municipality? Please give examples 

There is a family with five children who are all under 15 years old and none of these children go to school because of the hard economic conditions. 

7. Are the boys and girls treated equally? Please give examples.

In general girls are treated better.

8. Why do you think children work? 

a) To help the family.

b) Because their parents cannot find a job.

9. Do the children work instead of their parents?

We don’t know such cases but certainly they exist. 

10. Has it been the same situation before the conflict (1999)? Is there is a tradition of working children? Is it better or worse now? 

· Now it is harder than before the conflict. Before there were more working opportunities. 

· It is not a part of the tradition but a result of poverty. 

11. Do you know if these children go to school? Do they go regularly? 

Children who work don’t go to school regularly. 

12. Do you know of any cases when the children don’t go to school? Why? Does it have to do with the child’s gender? 

There are many children who don’t go to school.  The main reason is poverty. 

13. What do you think about working children? Is it good or not? Why? 

Children under 15 should not work at all. They should only concentrate on schooling. 

14. What can be done to prevent child labour and to protect working children? Possible solutions? 

· Capable people should be employed. 

· Socio-economic situation must be improved.

Date of interview:

11.08.03

Location of interview:  

Lipjan/Lipljan town
Target Group:           

Parents

Ethnicity:                   

Serbian
Location: 


Urban
Place/Region:
         

Prishtina/Pristina

Number of participants:

9 people

1. Is child labour a reality in Kosovo today? 

In the town of Lipljan if children want to do something they cannot do it easily because the security situation is not good. Children help a little bit at home because they cannot go out.

2. Where do children most often work?

Everybody agreed that in Lipljan children work at home and in garden.

3. Is there more child labour in urban or rural areas?

Everybody said that children work more in the villages than in towns because in the villages there is more work in the agricultural sector.

4. Are there more girls or boys engaged in child labour activities?

Girls and boys work equally.

5. Are these children mainly paid employees, paid by their family, unpaid family employees or self-employed?
Everybody stated that children are not paid for their support. They work just to assist parents and sometimes to have pocket money.

6. Do you know of any specific case of child labour in your family/neighborhood/municipality? Please give examples

One boy works a lot and he takes care of himself and his mother. His mother is in bad health. They live alone. He goes to school regularly and he is a good student. After school he works in a restaurant to provide food and medicine for his mother.

7. Are the boys and girls treated equally? Please give examples.

Boys work harder than girls.  Girls usually do easy work.

8. Why do you think children work?

Everybody thought that children work only to assist their parents.

9. Do the children work instead of their parents?

Our children in Lipljan do not perform hard work and we do not call it work.

10. Has it been the same situation before the conflict (1999)? Is there a tradition of working children? Is it better or worse now? 

It is not the same because our children assisted us more before 1999. We had freedom of movement and our children could go out more. Now our children are mainly at home and they are not able to go to school without an escort, go to the shops, and they cannot go out of the house without an adult or an escort.

11. Do you know if these children go to school? Do they go regularly?

All of our children go regularly to school but with an escort.

12. Do you know of any cases when the children don’t go to school? Why? Does it have to do with the child’s gender?

We do not have children who do not go to school, but, we do have cases of children out of school in Stimlje. Two boys and one girl do not attend primary school since the conflict ended. The reason is because of the security situation. They live just with their father because their mother left just after 1999. In Stimlje those Serbian children do not have school in Serbian language and they do not go out of the house. These children need a lot of help.  For example they need food, clothes, books and everything else to survive. They live in very difficult conditions. The only solution for them is to find a family in a Serbian village to take care of them and send them to school, to finish primary school. Children do not work a lot because they do not have conditions to work.

The contact person for the case mentioned above is Miki Miric, UNMIK Community Officer in Lipljan town, phone number: 063-8431-865.

13. What do you think about working children? Is it good or not? Why?

Child labour is not a problem.  We have bigger problems in the Serbian communities.  For example, we have security problems where adults are not safe at work and we need freedom of movement to have better work opportunities.

14. What can be done to prevent child labour and to protect working children? Possible solutions?
-

Date of interview: 

16.08.03
Location of interview:

Ugljare

Target group:


Parents

Ethnicity:


Serbian

Location:


Rural

Place/Region:


Prishtina/Pristina

Number of participants:

10 people

1. Is child labour a reality in Kosovo today? 

-

2. Where do children most often work?

Most of the children work in the agriculture sector.

3. Is there more child labour in urban or rural areas?

In rural areas children work more, but there is a small number of children that work in urban areas too.

4. Are there more girls or boys engaged in child labour activities?

We think that boys and girls work equally.

5. Are these children mainly paid employees, paid by their families, unpaid family employees or self-employed?
Most of the children work in the agricultural sector to help parents and they are not paid.

6. Do you know of any specific case of child labour in your family/neighborhood/municipality? Please give examples

One girl, Serbian, 15 years old, works in the radio station until late in the evening from 20:00 to 00:00 (4 hours), but she is regularly in school.   She is one of the best students. 

7. Are the boys and girls treated equally? Please give examples.

Most of the boys and girls are treated equally but there are some cases when girls face blackmail. Employers ask for sex before they give girls money or a job.

8. Why do you think children work?

Some children work because of the money but most of them work to assist their parents.

9. Do the children work instead of their parents?

Because they do not have enough money to survive.

10. Has it been the same situation before the conflict (1999)? Is there a tradition of working children? Is it better or worse now? 

It was better before.  Parents had good jobs and earned a good living.  They were able to provide a good life for their children.

11. Do you know if these children go to school? Do they go regularly?

The only the case we know is the girl that works in radio station and she is good at school.

12. Do you know of any cases when the children don’t go to school? Why? Does it have to do with the child’s gender?

We do not know any case. 

13. What do you think about working children? Is it good or not? Why?

We think that work is good for them.  They get good working habits and help their parents.
14. What can be done to prevent child labour and to protect working children? Possible solutions?
The situation in Kosovo needs to change.  People need to have freedom so that adults have opportunities for well paying jobs.  Then children will work much less and will have more time for playing and school.

Focus Group Discussion with Female Adults
Date of interview: 

13.08.03      

Location of interview: 

Gjilan/Gnjilane

Target group: 


Female

Ethnicity: 


Albanian

Location: 


Urban

Place/Region:


Gjilan/Gnjilane

Number of participants:

11 females

1. Is child labour a reality in Kosovo today? 

Yes it is a reality.

2. Where do children most often work? 

a) Selling cigarettes.

b) Carrying things with wheelbarrow.

c) Begging.

d) Housework.

e) Car washing.

f) Carrying things for he others.

g) In different production fields.

3. Is there more child labour in urban or rural areas? 

More in urban areas.

4. Are there more girls or boys engaged in child labour activities? 

More boys.

5. Are these children mainly paid employees, paid by their families, unpaid family employees or self-employed?
Most of the working children bring the profit home.

They work because parents don’t work or parents are sick.

6. Do you know of any specific case of child labour in your family/neighborhood/municipality? Please give examples 

· There are 15 year-old children who cut firewood during wintertime.

· Parents work only with sessions. 

· A 13 year-old child does not attend school on Sundays (when there is school on Sundays). There are children in great depression. 

7. Are the boys and girls treated equally? Please give examples.

In general boys are treated better than girls although there are exceptions. 

8. Why do you think children work? 

a) Socio-economic conditions. 

b) The Government does not protect this category of people.

c) There is no justice in employment of workers (political reason).

9. Do the children work instead of their parents?

a) Yes, when parents are sick.

b) When parents are old.

c) When there are no parents. 

d) When parents make/oblige their children to work for them. 

10. Has it been the same situation before the conflict (1999)? Is there a tradition of working children? Is it better or worse now? 

· Now the situation is harder because the level of solidarity has decreased significantly. 

· It is not part of tradition but it is a result of the socio-economic situation. 

11. Do you know if these children go to school? Do they go regularly? 

There are cases when children don’t go to school regularly.

12. Do you know of any cases when the children don’t go to school? Why? Does it have to do with the child’s gender? 

· A 6-year old boy doesn’t go to school.   He is in the market or begs in the streets. 

· A 13 year-old girl has never been to school.

13. What do you think about working children? Is it good or not? Why? 

The priority is their education and their psychological and physical development. They can work but very easy work only.

14. What can be done to prevent child labour and to protect working children? Possible solutions? 

· The society must be more concerned.

· People/society need to be more aware.

· To minimize distinctions in education (uniforms, people’s cooking [school canteens]).   

Date of interview: 

14.08.03     

Location of interview:

Cërnica

Target group: 


Female

Ethnicity: 


Albanian

Location: 


Rural

Place/Region:


Gjilan/Gnjilane

Number of participants:

9 females

1. Is child labour a reality in Kosovo today? 

Yes it is an evident reality in Kosovo.

2. Where do children most often work? 

a) Carrying things with a wheelbarrow. 

b) Selling cigarettes. 

c) Working in the field. 

d) Selling in the market

e) Housework.

f) Cutting firewood.

g) Construction.

3. Is there more child labour in urban or rural areas? 

More in rural (many of them come from the village to work in the town).

4. Are there more girls or boys engaged in child labour activities? 

More boys.

5. Are these children mainly paid employees, paid by their families, unpaid family employees or self-employed?
Most of them work for the family with no payment. Others who get paid give the income to the family.

6. Do you know of any specific case of child labour in your family/neighborhood/municipality? Please give examples 

· A 12 year-old boy works with a wheelbarrow. He has no house and lives in an improvised house.

· A 13 year-old boy has for a long time worked using a wheelbarrow because his parents are unemployed. Now he has left school.

7. Are the boys and girls treated equally? Please give examples.

In general boys are treated and respected more.

8. Why do you think children work? 

a) Great unemployment.

b) To support their families.

c) To buy clothes, books.

9. Do the children work instead of their parents?

a) There are cases of maltreatment (parents are healthy and do not fulfill their obligations). 

b) When parents are unhealthy.

10. Has it been the same situation before the conflict (1999)? Is there a tradition of working children? Is it better or worse now? 

· Before the conflict there were fewer working children. Conditions have gotten worse. Now there are more beggars. 

· It is not part of the tradition but it is a result of hard economic situation. 

11. Do you know if these children go to school? Do they go regularly? 

A large number of children have dropped out of school.

12. Do you know of any cases when the children don’t go to school? Why? Does it have to do with the child’s gender? 

· There are cases where some villages don’t have schools with accommodations for 8 grades but only have classes up to the fourth grade. After this, girls cannot continue their education because their families don’t allow them to travel.

· In other cases children don’t go to school at all. 

13. What do you think about working children? Is it good or not? Why? 

It is not good at all that children work because it hinders their education and development. 

14. What can be done to prevent child labour and to protect working children? Possible solutions? 

· Parents should be employed.

· Children’s absenteeism should be more strictly controlled.

· Parents-teachers rapport t should be increased.

· Children should be prevented from going to nightclubs, discos and criminal places, places not proper for children. 

Date of interview:

13.08.03

Location of interview:

Gracanica

Target Group:


Female

Ethnicity:


Serbian

Location:


Rural

Place/Region:


Prishtina/Pristina

Number of participants:

10 females

1. Is child labour a reality in Kosovo today? 

If children work it is usually easy work but IDPs that came here need to work together with their children to provide for income and to survive.

2. Where do children most often work?

Most of the children work in the agricultural sector but there are few children working in other sectors.

3. Is there more child labour in urban or rural areas?

Children work more in villages than in towns, especially in the agriculture sector.

4. Are there more girls or boys engaged in child labour activities?

Equal.

5. Are these children mainly paid employees, paid by their families, unpaid family employees or self-employed?
Usually children are not working for payment. They assist their parents and they maybe get bigger pocket money.

6. Do you know of any specific case of child labour in your family/neighborhood/municipality? Please give examples

· We know of the case of a 14-year-old girl who works as baby sitter. She is not paid for it but that family buys her clothes and sweets. She attends school and she is good. 

· Also there is a 13-year-old girl who takes care of livestock and that is the way she provides income for food and books for the school. She has enough time for leisure (she reads a lot) and she attends school.  She is the best student.

7. Are the boys and girls treated equally? Please give examples.

They are treated equally.

8. Why do you think children work?

Because of the bad financial situation.

9. Do the children work instead of their parents?

Now parents do not have a job because they lost their jobs and children need to assist them to provide better income.

10. Has it been the same situation before the conflict (1999)? Is there a tradition of working children? Is it better or worse now? 

No, before 1999 children had much less to do.  Parents had jobs and good incomes so that children had more time for school and play.

11. Do you know if these children go to school? Do they go regularly?

Children usually go to school but there are some children who do not go to school because of the financial situation.

12. Do you know of any cases when the children don’t go to school? Why? Does it have to do with the child’s gender?

Just those children we mentioned because of the bad financial situation.

13. What do you think about working children? Is it good or not? Why?

We think that work is good if it is not hard so children learn working habits for the future.
14. What can be done to prevent child labour and to protect working children? Possible solutions?
In the Serbian community child labour is not a big problem and there is not much we need to do. Serbian children and parents face other problems like freedom of movement and job opportunities for adults.     

Focus Group Discussion with Male Adults

Date of interview: 

08.08.03
Location of interview: 

Junik
Target group: 


Male

Ethnicity: 


Albanian

Location: 


Rural

Place/Region:


Peja/Pec

Number of participants:

8 males


1. Is child labour a reality in Kosovo today? 

Yes. This is a very prevalent phenomenon in Kosovo because of the bad economic conditions.

2. Where do children most often work? 

a) Herding cattle.

b) Manual work.

c) Agriculture.

d) Selling cigarettes.

e) Carrying goods.

f) Waiters.

g) Housework.

h) Selling in restaurants.

i) Loaders.

3. Is there more child labour in urban or rural areas? 

Manual work is more present in the villages. Other work like selling cigarettes or the work of loaders occur more in urban areas.

4. Are there more girls or boys engaged in child labour activities? 

More boys.

5. Are these children mainly paid employees, paid by their families, unpaid family employees or self-employed?
Most of these children, almost 70%, are not paid. A small number of them are paid. 

6. Do you know of any specific case of child labour in your family/neighborhood/municipality? Please give examples 

We don’t have any specific case. 

7. Are the boys and girls treated equally? Please give examples.

Males are treated better than girls. 

8. Why do you think children work? 

a) Poverty.

b) Lack of support by the Government.

c) Children’s rights are not respected.

d) Lack of parents (orphans).

e) Material benefit.

f) Exploitation of children by their parents.

9. Do the children work instead of their parents?

There are cases when the parents are sick and the child has to work but there are also healthy parents who make their children go to work.

10. Has it been the same situation before the conflict (1999)? Is there a tradition of working children? Is it better or worse now? 

The situation has become worse after the war.  Children have never been so backward like now. 

This is not part of our tradition but this has been imposed by the situation, i.e. when occupying forces made our parents redundant.  Since then this situation has started to appear. 

11. Do you know if these children go to school? Do they go regularly? 

Most of these working children don’t go to school.

12. Do you know of any cases when the children don’t go to school? Why? Does it have to do with the child’s gender? 

Yes, we have many girls who don’t go to school. This is because their family does not allow them or because some of them are not interested in attending school. A fear of not being safe is another reason. 

13. What do you think about working children? Is it good or not? Why? 

We think that children at this age should not be working because school must be of a primary importance for them. Work must fit to the child’s age and psychological and physical development. 

14. What can be done to prevent child labour and to protect working children? Possible solutions? 

a) Economic situation of families must be improved.

b) Children must be engaged in appropriate activities.

c) There is a need to raise awareness 

d) Increased collaboration of institutions that care for children.

e) Media.

Date of interview:

18.08.03

Location of interview:

Mitrovica town

Target Group:


Male

Ethnicity:


Roma

Location:


Urban

Place/Region:


Mitrovice/Mitrovica

Number of participants:
 
11 males
1. Is child labour a reality in Kosovo today? 

70 % children in the Roma camp collect cans.  It is a problem.

2. Where do children most often work?

In the streets.

3. Is there more child labour in urban or rural areas?

Considering Roma children, they work more in the urban area.

4. Are there more girls or boys engaged in child labour activities?
Boys and girls usually work equally but most of the girls work more because they have the obligation to work at home as well.

5. Are these children mainly paid employees, paid by their families, unpaid family employees or self-employed?
Roma children are mainly self-employed.  They collect the cans and then sell them for money.

6. Do you know of any specific case of child labour in your family/neighborhood/municipality? Please give examples

There are many cases.  Almost all children work (in the street) but they all go to school.

7. Are the boys and girls treated equally? Please give examples.

Boys and girls are treated equally.

8. Why do you think children work?

Children work to provide food.  The financial situation in the Roma community is very bad.

9. Do the children work instead of their parents?

Children work because their parents do not have a job. 

10. Has it been the same situation before the conflict (1999)? Is there a tradition of working children? Is it better or worse now? 

Before the conflict it was much better.  There were only about 10 % of children who worked.  Now, 90% of the children work.

11. Do you know if these children go to school? Do they go regularly?

All children go regularly to school even when they work.

12. Do you know of any cases when the children don’t go to school? Why? Does it have to do with the child’s gender?

A small number of children do not attend school. We have the case of a 12 year old boy who left the school because of the financial situation. His parents could not provide the basic needs like shoes and books for the school.

13. What do you think about working children? Is it good or not? Why?

Work for children is not good.  Children are very young and they need to have more time for playing and school, but the financial situation does not allow for a good life. They need to work.
14. What can be done to prevent child labour and to protect working children? Possible solutions?
Children in the Camp need food, clothes and shoes and then children wouldn’t need to work. 

Date of interview:

21.08.03

Location of interview:

Plemetina

Target group:


Male 

Ethnicity:


Roma

Location:


Rural

Place/Region:


Prishtina/Pristina

Number of participants:

8 male

1. Is child labour a reality in Kosovo today? 

This is our reality and our problem.  Parents need children to work and to provide food for home.

2. Where do children most often work?

Most of the children work in the agricultural sector.  Also there are working children in other sectors like in Plemetina camp where children collect the cans in the street.

3. Is there more child labour in urban or rural areas?

We think that children work more in urban areas.

4. Are there more girls or boys engaged in child labour activities?

All children work equally.  We cannot say boys or girls work more.

5. Are these children mainly paid employees, paid by their families, unpaid family employees or self-employed?
Children that work have a daily rate for work and their employer pays them.

6. Do you know of any specific case of child labour in your family/neighborhood/municipality? Please give examples

Here in Plemetina, all Roma are in bad financial situation and all children work.

7. Are the boys and girls treated equally? Please give examples.

They are treated equally.

8. Why do you think children work?

They do not have good conditions for a normal life and they need to work to provide what they need for life.

9. Do the children work instead of their parents?

Children work because parents are in a very difficult financial situation and they need to assist them.

10. Has it been the same situation before the conflict (1999)? Is there a tradition of working children? Is it better or worse now? 

Before 1999 it was much better. Children worked much less and they had more time for playing and for the school.

11. Do you know if these children go to school? Do they go regularly?

Rome children start to go in school but most of them never finish. Some children left school because they need to work at home (girls), some do not want to go, and most of the others do not go because not many Roma children are in school.  Also some quit school because of the financial situation.  

12. Do you know of any cases when the children don’t go to school? Why? Does it have to do with the child’s gender? 

See 11.

13. What do you think about working children? Is it good or not? Why?

It is not good to work.  Children need to spend more time on schooling and learning.

14. What can be done to prevent child labour and to protect working children? Possible solutions?
The only way to protect those children is if parents have well paying job then children will have no reason to work.

Date of interview:

13.08.03

Location of interview:

Gusterica

Target Group:


Male

Ethnicity:


Serbian

Location:


Rural

Place/Region:


Prishtina/Pristina

Number of participants:

8 males

1. Is child labour a reality in Kosovo today? 

We think that this is not a big problem in the Serbian community.

2. Where do children most often work?

Children work in the agricultural sector but easy work only.

3. Is there more child labour in urban or rural areas?

In rural areas children work more but mainly light work. 

4. Are there more girls or boys engaged in child labour activities?

Although, every child has to do something at home there is more work for boys.

5. Are these children mainly paid employees, paid by their families, unpaid family employees or self-employed?
Most of the children work only to support their families and have no income.

6. Do you know of any specific case of child labour in your family/neighborhood/municipality? Please give examples

Two children, one 12 and the other 14 years old, work in the field during the summer for money and they are very bad at school. They both repeated the same grade twice. 

7. Are the boys and girls treated equally? Please give examples.

Boys work more and do harder jobs because in agriculture there is more work to perform.  Girls are not working in the fields.

8. Why do you think children work?

All agreed that children work to help their parents.

9. Do the children work instead of their parents?

If the parents have a paid job and opportunities to find a paid job then children will work much less. 

10. Has it been the same situation before the conflict (1999)? Is there a tradition of working children? Is it better or worse now? 

Children in the rural area have been working before 1999 but much less than now. It was much better before 1999.

11. Do you know if these children go to school? Do they go regularly?

All children go to school regularly and some children are good students but some not that good.  However, they are regular in school.

12. Do you know of any cases when the children don’t go to school? Why? Does it have to do with the child’s gender?

To our knowledge all children go to school.

13. What do you think about working children? Is it good or not? Why?

The work they do is easy and light.  This kind of work is good because they develop good working habits.
14. What can be done to prevent child labour and to protect working children? Possible solutions?
Children labour in the Serbian community is not really considered as work. It is only assistance to parents and therefore there is no need for any protection.

Focus Group Discussion with Teachers

Date of interview: 

07.08.03      
Location of interview: 

Peja/Pec town
Target group: 


Teachers

Ethnicity: 


Albanian

Location: 


Urban

Place/Region:


Peja/Pec

Number of participants:

9 (8 females and 1 male)

1. Is child labour a reality in Kosovo today? 

This is a reality we have to face.

2. Where do children most often work? 

a) Selling cigarettes.

b) Carrying things with wheelbarrows in the green market.

c) Young people work in cafés. 

d) Trafficking.

e) Construction.

f) Physical work.

g) Begging.

3. Is there more child labour in urban or rural areas? 

Urban.

4. Are there more girls or boys engaged in child labour activities? 

Girls work more but boys work harder. 

5. Are these children mainly paid employees, paid by their families, unpaid family employees or self-employed?
Most of them don’t get paid because they work for the family.

6. Do you know of any specific case of child labour in your family/neighborhood/municipality? Please give examples 

There is a 10 year-old boy who works in streets because his parents have taken a loan and he needs to work to pay for the credit. He has missed school sometimes more than 5 days in a row, and sometimes he does not come home.  The police found him and brought him home several times.

7. Are the boys and girls treated equally? Please give examples.

Boys are respected and loved more. 

8. Why do you think children work? 

The hard economic situation is the main reason and the desire to be economically independent. 

9. Do the children work instead of their parents?

Yes, there are cases of exploitation of children by their own parents but these are exceptions.

10. Has it been the same situation before the conflict (1999)? Is there a tradition of working children? Is it better or worse now? 

Old people are not able to work so their children work in their place. 

After the conflict there was an increase in working children. 

11. Do you know if children go to school? Do they go regularly? 

Usually on market day many children are absent at school.

12. Do you know of any cases when the children don’t go to school? Why? Does it have to do with the child’s gender? 

No, there are not.

13. What do you think about working children? Is it good or not? Why? 

a) On one side it is good because they work for their existence.

b) On the other hand, it is negative to not attend school. 

So in principle, child labour is negative. 

14. What can be done to prevent child labour and to protect working children? Possible solutions? 

a) Unemployment of parents is a main cause.

b) Standards need to be improved.

c) Children’s awareness about child labour needs to be raised.

Date of interview: 


19.08.03

Location of interview: 


Korisha

Target group: 



Teachers

Ethnicity: 



Albanian

Location: 



Rural

Place/Region:



Prizren 

Number of participants:


10 (4 females and 6 males)

1. Is child labour a reality in Kosovo today? 

Yes it is a big problem.

2. Where do children most often work? 

a) Selling in streets (cigarettes, chewing gum, refreshments etc.).

b) Carrying things with wheelbarrows.

c) Begging.

d) Herding cattle.

e) Agriculture.

f) Doing acts against the law.

g) Working in shops.

h) Doing housework (cook, wash and tidy).

3. Is there more child labour in urban or rural areas? 

Rural children work more.

4. Are there more girls or boys engaged in child labour activities? 

More boys.

5. Are these children mainly paid employees, paid by their families, unpaid family employees or self-employed?

Most of the working children do not get paid because they work for the family.

6. Do you know of any specific case of child labour in your family/neighborhood/municipality? Please give examples 

A family that came to Prizren after the conflict has four children between the ages of 10-15.  They are continually seen working and begging in the streets of Prizren. It seems that they don’t go to school regularly.

7. Are the boys and girls treated equally? Please give examples.

Boys are praised more.

8. Why do you think children work? 

a) The hard economic situation.

b) Lack of parents.

c) Lack of concern from institutions.

d) Low salaries of teachers.

e) Low awareness of parents.

9. Do the children work instead of their parents?

There are cases even though they are rare. There are more notable cases in shops. 

10. Has it been the same situation before the conflict (1999)? Is there a tradition of working children? Is it better or worse now? 

It is harder than before the conflict. There are few work opportunities. It is not part of the tradition but a result of poverty. 

11. Do you know if these children go to school? Do they go regularly? 

Working children don’t go to school regularly. 

12. Do you know of any cases when the children don’t go to school? Why? Does it have to do with the child’s gender? 

· There are many cases when girls quit school to do housework. Most of them leave school because of poverty. 

· In the cases when a choice must be made between the education of a girl or that of a boy, because financial concerns, the boy always has priority. 

13. What do you think about working children? Is it good or not? Why? 

They can work but they should do easy work that is appropriate for their age. 

14. What can be done to prevent child labour and to protect working children? Possible solutions? 

a) Government bodies, institutions, and political leaders should work more on this issue.

b) More employment.

c) There is a need to raise awareness.

Date of interview: 

06.08.03

Location of interview: 

Vitomirica

Target group: 


Teachers

Ethnicity: 


Albanian/Bosnian

Location: 


Rural

Place/Region:


Peja/Pec

Number of participants:

13 (5 females and 8 males)
1. Is child labour a reality in Kosovo today? 

Yes it is a reality all over Kosovo.

2. Where do children most often work? 

a) In green markets (with wheelbarrows, selling cigarettes, refreshments etc).

b) In fields.

c) Construction.

d) Carrying firewood.

e) Taking sand/stones from the river. 

f) Herding cattle.

g) Washing cars.

h) Begging.

i) Being maltreated by drug smugglers.

3. Is there more child labour in urban or rural areas? 

More in urban areas. 

4. Are there more girls or boys engaged in child labour activities? 

More boys.

5. Are these children mainly paid employees, paid by their families, unpaid family employees or self-employed?
Most children get paid for their work, i.e., those children with wheelbarrows.

6. Do you know of any specific case of child labour in your family/neighborhood/municipality? Please give examples 

· A son of a family originally from Drenica, for the last four years, has worked every day with a wheelbarrow. Last year he has quit school because of work. 

· There is another case known by a teacher of a child who has been working since his 10th birthday doing very difficult physical work. While working he got a cold and died at the age of 18.

Date of interview:

21.08.03

Location of interview:

Gusterica

Target group:


Teachers

Ethnicity:


Serbian

Location:


Rural

Place/Region:


Prishtina/Pristina

Number of participants:

9 teachers

1. Is child labour a reality in Kosovo today? 

We think that this is not a problem and a reality in the Serbian community. 

2. Where do children most often work?

Most of the children help parents in the agricultural sector.

3. Is there more child labour in urban or rural areas?

In the rural areas.

4. More girls or boys?

Boys work harder because they work in the fields.  Girls stay at home and do some housework. 

5. Are these children mainly paid employees, paid by their families, unpaid family employees or self-employed?
Usually children are not paid because they help their parents, but we know one case where the child works for money.

6. Do you know of any specific case of child labour in your family/neighborhood/municipality? Please give examples

There is one child, 13 years old, who goes to school and he is not good student.  He works here and there for money, i.e., works in the field and sometimes cleans a shop or restaurant.

7. Are the boys and girls treated equally? Please give examples.

The only difference is that boys work harder than girls. Girls only do easy work.

8. Why do you think children work?

Because the family does not have to pay some other workers and can call their children to help.

9. Do the children work instead of their parents?

In some cases it might be that parents think that children need to work instead of them, or parents are mentally ill, or they are alcoholic.

10. Has it been the same situation before the conflict (1999)? Is there a tradition of working children? Is it better or worse now? 

The situation is much worse now.  Before 1999, families had much better financial situations and children did not need to work.  Also governmental institutions took care of those cases.

11. Do you know if these children go to school? Do they go regularly?

All children go to school. 

12. Do you know of any cases when the children don’t go to school? Why? Does it have to do with the child’s gender?

All children go to school.

13. What do you think about working children? Is it good or not? Why?

Work is good not just for adults but it is also good for children.  They help their parents and get good working habits and have time to play and learn.  But hard work and work where children can be in danger or in the streets is not good. 

14. What can be done to prevent child labour and to protect working children? Possible solutions?
The only way to protect working children, like the child we mentioned before, is to count on a social institution, which not only works with the children but also with the parents. In most of the cases, children work because parents told them to do so because the parents are not mentally healthy or they are alcoholic. Someone needs to work with parents and sometimes it is necessary to punish parents because they force children to do something that is not good for the child.

Interview with Representatives of Governmental Institutions 

Date of interview: 



18.08.03
Location of interview: 



Prishtina/Pristina
Name of the institution: 



Institute for Social Policy

Name and position of the interviewed person/s: 
Mehdi Bërbatovci, Director

1.  Is child labour, in your opinion, a problem in Kosovo? Why? What is the impact?

It is a big problem. Because they are our children and physical labour is difficult for them. It has a negative impact on their health and psychological and physical formation. 

2. Are there more child labourers in urban or rural areas? More girls or boys? Among all ethnic groups? Which age groups in particular? 

· There is more child labour in urban areas. Most of these child labourers are children coming from villages to work in the urban areas. 

· There are more boys than girls. 

· The most visible child labourers are Roma children but there are more Albanian children working than children of other ethnic groups. 

· Particularly children 10-15 in age. 

3. Are working children at higher risk for not enrolling, not attending, and/or dropping out of school?

 It is a big risk factor for school absenteeism and school dropouts, etc.

4. Do you have estimates of how many children:

a) do not attend primary and lower secondary school (basic education) 

b) are at risk of not enrolling in the above-mentioned grades?

c) are at risk of dropping out of school? 


There are no statistics. 

5. Is there a specific population because of geographic location, ethnicity, age, and/or gender more at risk of becoming involved in work prematurely and therefore more likely not to attend school or not to continue studying? Why? Do you have statistics? Do you know cases?
Specific groups which are more “at risk” for the above mentioned behaviors are parentless children, children who have come from villages to the city, and, children who have no basic means for existence. There are no statistics.

6. Are there services or assistance available to prevent child labour, to protect working children, and/or to help their families? 

To some extent there is social assistance and help from the Social Work Centers but this assistance is insufficient. 

7. What can and/or should be done, in your opinion, to prevent child labour, to ensure education for all children, and, to provide conditions for the full development of children?

· Improvement of employment opportunities and conditions.

· Improvement of social welfare laws. 

· Mobilization of more support for this problem.  

Date of interview: 



20.08.03



Location of interview: 
 
 

Prishtina/Pristina
Name of the institution: 
Office of Good Governance, Human Rights, Gender and Equality, Prime Minister’s Office

Name and position of the interviewed person/s:
Sadete Denaj, Human Rights Advisor
1. Is child labour, in your opinion, a problem in Kosovo? Why? What is the impact?

It is a very real and significant problem mainly because of the hard economic situation. Child labour has negative consequences for children’s health, education etc., and, especially impacts their psychological and physical growth.

2. Are there more child labourers in urban or rural areas? More girls or boys? Among all ethnic groups? Which age groups in particular?  

· Child labour is more notable in urban areas. 

· More boys. 

· Occurs more among Albanians. 

· The particular age is 9-11.    

3. Are working children at higher risk for not enrolling, not attending and/or dropping out of school?

Child labour is a big risk factor for children not to attend school. These children don’t go to school regularly and some of them don’t go to school at all.

4. Do you have estimates of how many children:

a) do not attend primary and lower secondary school (basic education) 

b) are at risk of not enrolling in the above- mentioned grades?

c) are at risk of dropping out of school? 

There is research concerning the education level of females in Kosovo in “Gender Review in Education System in Kosovo”.

5. Is there a specific population because of geographic location, ethnicity, age, and/or gender more at risk of becoming involved in work prematurely and therefore more likely not to attend school or not to continue studying? Why? Do you have statistics? Do you know cases?

· Populations that immigrate from villages to towns – families that face a difficult life.

· Males are more exposed to work. There are no statistics.

· There is a case of a whole village in Mitrovica where children have not started school at all.

6. Are there services and/ or assistance available to prevent child labour, to protect working children, and/or to help their families? 

· People might get social assistance but it is insufficient. 

· There is no concrete help from any organisation.

7. What can and should be done, in your opinion, to prevent child labour, to ensure education for all children, and, to provide conditions for the full development of children?

· To increase economic development 

· To develop new working places 

· To apply polices for the protection of vulnerable populations.

· To create funds for the unemployed

· To raise parent awareness on how to deal with child labour

Date of interview: 



22.08.03
Location of interview: 



Prishtina/Pristina
Name of the institution: 


      
Ministry of Education, Science and Technology (MEST) 

Name and position of the interviewed person/s:  
Tetah Kasumi, Official for Primary/

          





Secondary Education (12-15)

1. Is child labour, in your opinion, a problem in Kosovo? Why? What is the impact?

It is a complex problem because of the hard social situation, unemployment of parents, poverty, negligence of children by their parents, and, other difficulties. 

2. Are there more child labourers in urban or rural areas? More girls or boys? Among all ethnic groups? Which age groups in particular? 

· More boys. 

· Child labour affects Albanians more than other ethnic groups. 

· Age 13-15.

3. Are working children at higher risk for not enrolling, not attending, and/or dropping out of school?

The impact of child labour on children’s education is negative.

4. Do you have estimates of how many children:

a) do not attend primary and lower secondary school (basic education) 

b) are at risk of not enrolling in the above- mentioned grades?

c) are at risk of dropping out of school? 

· Children who work do not attend primary and lower secondary school (basic education) 

· They are at risk to not enroll in school and/or to attend 

· They are at risk to drop out of school 

· Currently, there is not any official data concerning this. This is identified as a need.

5. Is there a specific population because of geographic location, ethnicity, age, and/or gender more at risk of becoming involved in work prematurely and therefore more likely not to attend school or not to continue studying? Why? Do you have statistics? Do you know cases?

Albanians are more at risk than other ethnicities because of the present circumstances.

6. Are there services and/ or assistance available to prevent child labour, to protect working children, and/or to help their families? 

Unfortunately no governmental organisations deal with this problem, only nongovernmental organisations provide assistance.

7. What, in your opinion, can and/or should be done to prevent child labour, to ensure education for all children and to provide conditions for the full development of children?

· Governmental and parliamentary structures should issue a law to prevent child labour.

· Increase the awareness of teachers about the issue of child labour. 

· Increase the awareness of parents about the issue of child labour. 

· Increase the awareness of NGOs about the issue of child labour. 

· Improve the socio- economic situation.

· Increase awareness within the larger society. 

Date of interview:



21.08.03

      
Location of interview: 



Prishtina/Pristina
Name of the institution: 


      
Ministry of Education (MEST)                                        

Name and position of the interviewed person/s:   
Miranda Kasneci, Official for Elementary School
1. Is child labour, in your opinion, a problem in Kosovo? Why? What is the impact?

It is the present situation in Kosovo primarily because of the economic situation and also because of family problems such as divorce, exploitation of children, etc.  It impacts children because they quit school, do not attend it frequently, do not enjoy the benefits of school and harm their health. They absorb the negative phenomena of streets. 

2. Are there more child labourers in urban or rural areas? More girls or boys? Among all ethnic groups? Which age groups in particular?   

· More in urban areas and particularly in Prishtina/Pristina.   Also in villages it is very widespread.

· Boys are more affected but girls also participate in child labour activities such as begging, etc.

· Among the RAE population it is observed that these children engage in labour activities at much earlier ages. 

· It is not such a problem within Serbian populations.

3. Are working children at higher risk for not enrolling, not attending, and/or dropping out of school?

The impact of child labour on children’s education is negative.

4. Do you have estimates of how many children:

a)     do not attend primary and lower secondary school (basic education) 

b)     are at risk of not enrolling in the above- mentioned grades?

c)    are at risk of dropping out of school? 
· The Ministry does not possess any data concerning this category.

· Children between the ages of 7-10 are more involved in begging activities. This is a more delicate age.

5. Is there a specific population because of geographic location, ethnicity, age, and/or gender more at risk of becoming involved in work prematurely and therefore more likely not to attend school or not to continue studying? Why? Do you have statistics? Do you know cases?

· Children ages 11-15 are more at risk because of the economic situation and puberty.

· Girls in rural areas quit school because of poor infrastructure and the poor economic conditions.

6. Are there services and/or assistance available to prevent child labour, to protect working children, and/or to help their families? 

No there are not. 

7. What, in your opinion, can and/or should be done to prevent child labour, to ensure education for all children and to provide conditions for the full development of children?

· Government agencies should develop programmes and allocate funds to improve the social situation of these children and families. 

· Government agencies and the Ministry of Education should be responsible.

· An evaluation and analysis should be conducted in order to develop and implement necessary interventions.

· Coordination between institutions should be increased. 

Date of interview: 



11.08.03

Location of interview: 



Gjilan/Gnjilane

Name of the institution:                                              Municipal Department of Education

Name and position of the interviewed person/s: 
Agim Rexhepi, Director

1. Is child labour, in your opinion, a problem in Kosovo? Why? What is the impact?

Child labour is a reality mainly because of the hard social situation. Children usually work in markets and child labour negatively impacts their psychological and physical development.  Also working children experience a lack of recreation time.

2. Are there more child labourers in urban or rural areas? More girls or boys?  Among all ethnic groups? Which age groups in particular?    

· Child labour occurs mainly in urban areas. 

· Boys are affected more but the number of working girls is recently increasing. 

· Boys aged 10-12 years old are most vulnerable. 

3. Are working children at higher risk for not enrolling, not attending, and/or dropping out of school?

Work causes difficulties for school attendance. Children usually work in neighboring towns so they have to travel and this has an impact on school attendance. 

4. Do you have estimates of how many children:

a)     do not attend primary and lower secondary school (basic education) 

b)    are at risk of not enrolling in the above-mentioned grades?

c)    are at risk of dropping out of school? 

Unfortunately there are no statistics. 

5. Is there a specific population because of geographic location, ethnicity, age, and/or gender more at risk of becoming involved in work prematurely and therefore more likely not to attend school or not to continue studying? Why? Do you have statistics? Do you know cases?
There are no statistics but in the Gjilan/Gnjilane green market children aged 10-12 work by cutting the heads off of hens.

6. Are there services and/or assistance available to prevent child labour, to protect working children, and/or to help their families?

I don’t know any organised service from any governmental organisation or nongovernmental organisation that provides assistance to this population. 

7. What, in your opinion can and/or should be done to prevent child labour, to ensure education for all children and to provide conditions for the full development of children?

· Parents should be obliged to educate and/or send their child to school.

· The economic situation is a key factor.

· A comprehensive analysis should be done for a better review of the situation. 

Date of interview: 



11.08.03
Location of interview: 



Gjilan/Gnjilane
Name of the institution: 


        
Center of Social Work (CSW)   


Name and position of the interviewed person/s:    
Enver Halili, Leader of Social Services in CSW

1. Is child labour, in your opinion, a problem in Kosovo? Why? What is the impact?

There is substantial exploitation of children most notably in the streets where there are very difficult working conditions.  Many of these children work in the green market for very low wages and are encouraged to work by their parents and peers. Society must be more concerned about this issue. 

2. Are there more child labourers in urban or rural areas? More girls or boys? Among all ethnic groups? Which age groups in particular?  

· There is more child labour in towns and it increased after the war because many people left  Presheva and other places. 

· Boys participate more in child labour. 

· There is more child labour among Albanians then among other ethnic groups. 

· Boys 13-15 are most risk.

3. Are working children at higher risk for not enrolling, not attending, and/or dropping out of school?

Child labour influences education because it causes children to experience tiredness and to quit school.
4. Do you have estimates of how many children:

a) do not attend primary and lower secondary school (basic education) 

b) are at risk of not enrolling in the above mentioned grades?

c) are at risk of dropping out of school? 

Unfortunately, so far we have no statistics. 

5. Is there a specific population because of geographic location, ethnicity, age, and/or gender more at risk of becoming involved in work prematurely and therefore more likely not to attend school or not to continue studying? Why? Do you have statistics? Do you know cases?
· Boys aged 13-15 are more at risk then other populations. 

· There are no statistics. 

· There are many minor crimes amongst children. 

6. Are there services and/or assistance available to prevent child labour, to protect working children, and/or to help their families? 

At present there are not any programmes apart from social assistance for children.

7. What, in your opinion, can and/or should be done to prevent child labour, to ensure education for all children and to provide conditions for the full development of children?

· It is necessary to organise trainings to raise awareness of children about the negative influence of child labour.

· Schools must have a canteen for the poor children. 

· Municipal structures should be more committed and must contribute to working with these children.

· A center for children’s activities should be developed to prevent children from participating in these negative phenomena.

Date of interview: 



11.08.03
Location of interview: 



Gjilan/Gnjilane
Name of the institution: 


      
Regional Office of Education, Gjilan/Gnjilane

Name and position of the interviewed person/s:  
Esfere Sherifi, Community and Gender Officer 

1. Is child labour, in your opinion, a problem in Kosovo? Why? What is the impact?

Yes, I think it is a problem which exists because of the hard economic situation because most working children support their family with their earnings. Child labour does have a negative impact on children’s health, education, etc. 

2. Are there more child labourers in urban or rural areas? More girls or boys? Among all ethnic groups? Which age groups in particular?  

· Child labour exists more in towns because children from the villages come to the towns to work. 

· More boys are involved in child labour activities.  

· Because of the economic situation Albanian children are more involved in child labour activities than children of other ethnic groups. 

· Children aged 10 are the most at risk age group.

3. Are working children at higher risk for not enrolling, not attending, and/or dropping out of school?

It is a very important factor.

4. Do you have estimates of how many children:

a)     do not attend primary and lower secondary school (basic education) 

b)     are at risk of not enrolling in the above mentioned grades?

c)     are at risk of dropping out of school? 

· The Regional office has no statistics concerning these children. 

· But there are 18,559 pupils enrolled in school and out of them 9,052 are females.

5. Is there a specific population because of geographic location, ethnicity, age, and/or gender more at risk of becoming involved in work prematurely and therefore more likely not to attend school or not to continue studying? Why? Do you have statistics? Do you know cases?
There are no specific groups and no statistics. There are more RAE children not going to school so they tend to be employed earlier than the others. 

6. Are there services and/ or assistance available to prevent child labour, to protect working children, and/or to help their families?

Apart from the Center for Social Work there is no other service. This center gives assistance to the families but not to children directly.

7. What, in your opinion, can and/or should be done to prevent child labour, to ensure education for all children and to provide conditions for the full development of children?

The key to all these problems is the employment of the parents. This would prevent children from having to have to go out and work in the streets. 
Date of interview:



12.08.03
Location of interview: 



Prizren
Name of the institution:                                              Regional Office for Education, Prizren

Name and position of the interviewed person/s:     
Bedredin Koro, Community and Gender Officer
1. Is child labour, in your opinion, a problem in Kosovo? Why? What is the impact?

It is a problem in Kosovo and the main reason is because of the difficult economic conditions.   Child labour negatively impacts the psychological and physical development of children as well as their education.

2. Are there more child labourers in urban or rural areas? More girls or boys? Among all ethnic groups? Which age groups in particular?  

· There is more child labour in towns.

· Boys are more involved in child labour activities than girls.

· All ethnic groups are involved at the same level.

· Children aged 12-15 are the most involved. 

3. Are working children at higher risk for not enrolling, not attending, and/or dropping out of school?

Child labour is a significant risk factor for the educational success of the child, for attendance, absenteeism etc.

4. Do you have estimates of how many children:

a)     do not attend primary and lower secondary school (basic education) 

b)    are at risk of not enrolling in the above mentioned grades?

c)    are at risk of dropping out of school? 

There are statistics but they are still being compiled.

5. Is there a specific population because of geographic location, ethnicity, age, and/or gender more at risk of becoming involved in work prematurely and therefore more likely not to attend school or not to continue studying? Why? Do you have statistics? Do you know cases?

· Roma community is the most at risk ethnic group.

· Children ages 10-15 are most likely to engage in child labour. 

· I don’t know any specific case.

6. Are there services and/ or assistance available to prevent child labour, to protect working children, and/or to help their families?

Apart from the social assistance provided by the Center for Social Work there is no other assistance. 

7. What, in your opinion, can and/or should be done to prevent child labour, to ensure education for all children and to provide conditions for the full development of children?

· More social assistance should be provided. 

· A law preventing child labour should be approved.

· Improvement of the overall socio-economic situation.

Date of interview:

                           
07. 07.2003


Location of interview: 
                           

Peja/Pec
Name of the institution: 


         
Center for Social Work, Peja/Pec

Name and position of the interviewed person/s: 
Hajdin Atashi, Leader of Social Services CSW Peja/Pec 

1. Is child labour, in your opinion, a problem in Kosovo? Why? What is the impact?

Working children are a real and visible problem in Kosovo.

There are many factors influencing this phenomenon: 

· The hard socio-economic situation.

· The patriarchal family structure in the past protected children from hard working conditions but now the family has been overburdened considerably and therefore children are not protected 
any longer from the hard work.

· Contemporary families are more aware about the consequences of hard work especially hard work for children. 

· Typically, there are cases when children understand this phenomenon (when friends work) and get affected by it. In many cases families do not react and do not interrupt this activity.

· In most cases children are obliged to work for reasons of subsistence e.g., working in agricultural activities such as carrying items with wheel barrows etc.)

· Child labour affects the health of children negatively as well as it negatively affects their education. 
The person interviewed mentioned the case of a family in his village, which has made quite a fortune selling sand. He has engaged all his 7 children, who are under 15, in his company’s work. Their education has been affected very negatively and on Mr. Atash’s opinion this will influence very negatively in the future of these children too. 

2. Are there more child labourers in urban or rural areas? More girls or boys? Among all ethnic groups? Which age groups in particular?   

· The hard physical child labour under 15 is very widespread in these villages.

· Boys engage in more difficult physical work compared to girls. 

· There are no distinctions on ethnic basis. 

· The most at risk populations are children aged 10 – 15. 

3. Are working children at higher risk for not enrolling, not attending, and/or dropping out of school?

· Child labour significantly affects school attendance.

· The Social Work Center has no detailed information about the size of this phenomenon. 

4. Do you have estimates of how many children:

a)     do not attend primary and lower secondary school (basic education) 

b)    are at risk of not enrolling in the above mentioned grades?

c)    are at risk of dropping out of school? 
In my opinion the number of children not going to school is always increasing because of the hard socio-economic situation especially after the war.  We have no statistics about the number of children not attending or dropping out of school or about children who are at risk for these behaviors.

5. Is there a specific population because of geographic location, ethnicity, age, and/or gender more at risk of becoming involved in work prematurely and therefore more likely not to attend school or not to continue studying? Why? Do you have statistics? Do you know cases?

Boys aged 10-15 are the most at risk age group to drop out of school.
6. Are there services and/or assistance available to prevent child labour, to protect working children, and/or to help their families?

Unfortunately the Social Work Center does not have a special service to prevent child labour or for protecting this category of children.   

As a general service it can be mentioned the Center does provide social welfare assistance as well as advice.  I don’t think there is any institution, which deals with this issue. 

7. What, in your opinion, can and/or should be done to prevent child labour, to ensure education for all children and to provide conditions for the full development of children?

· Offering working places for adult family members who are able to work. 

· Good coordination between institutions focused on children’s issues and to have more services for children. 
Interview with Representatives of Non Governmental Organisations

Date of interview: 



15.08.03
Location of interview: 



Gjilan/Gnjilane
Name of the institution: 


      
Save the Children Denmark, Gjilan/Gnjilane

Name and position of the interviewed person/s:  
Florie Rxhepi – Interpreter/Administrator/Assistant

1. Is child labour (work done by children aged 5-15), in your opinion, a problem in Kosovo? Why? What is the impact?

Yes, it is a problem in Kosovo because of hard economic conditions. The situation is miserable for the youth. 

2. Is there more child labour in urban or rural areas? More girls or boys? Among all ethnic group? Which age group in particular?  

· More in urban areas 

· More boys
· More Albanians

· Age 10-14  

3. Are working children at higher risk for not enrolling, not attending, and/or dropping out of school?

Yes, work is a risk factor for children to not attend school and to drop out of school. 

4. Is there a specific population that is more at risk to get involved in work prematurely and therefore more likely not to attend school or to continue studying? Why? Do you have statistics? Do you know cases?

__

5. Are there services or assistance available to prevent child labour, to protect working children, and/or to help their families? 

As far as I know, there are no services or assistance to help children or their families.

6. What, in your opinion, can and/or should be done to prevent child labour, to ensure education for all and to provide conditions for the full development of children?

· First of all, the socio-economic condition of these children should be improved through the employment of their parents

· Their parents should be advised

· Working children should be involved in some kind of activities

Date of interview: 



18.08.03

Location of interview: 



Prishtina/Pristina

Name of the institution: 


      
Save the Children Alliance

Name and position of the interviewed person/s:  
Iliriana Voreaj – Programme Assistant, Social Sector

1. Is child labour (work done by children aged 5-15), in your opinion, a problem in Kosovo? Why? What is the impact?

Yes, it is a big problem. Most of these children are not involved as much as they should be in the educational process. They are in constant risk of negative manipulation by adults and, in general, their psychological and physical development is at risk. 

2. Are there more child labourers in urban or rural areas? More girls or boys? Among all ethnic group? Which age group in particular?  

· More in urban areas. 

· More boys but there are also a lot of girls. There is no gender distinction.

· Age 12-15 is most at risk.

3. Are working children at higher risk for not enrolling, not attending, and/or, dropping out of school?

It is the main risk factor for children not to attend school. 

4. Is there a specific population that is more at risk to get involved in work prematurely and therefore more likely not to attend school or to continue studying? Why? Do you have statistics? Do you know cases?

· Minorities, especially members of the RAE community are more at risk to be exposed to work. 

· Children of people in poor living conditions (poverty, no social assistance, etc.,) are at risk of working very young. 

5. Are there services or assistance available to prevent child labour, to protect working children, and/or to help their families? 

For this problem society doesn’t seem to be concerned at all. The Center for Social Work that is the most responsible for this problem has done nothing about it. School and political institutions also have done nothing. Collaboration between institutions is at a 0 level. 

6. In your opinion, what can and should be done to prevent child labour, to ensure education for all and to provide conditions for the full development of children?

· Collaboration between institutions should be at a much higher level (Center of Social Work, schools, police, etc.) 

· Rapport between parents and teachers, and, adults and children should be improved. 

· Center for Social Work must have more information for this category of children. 

· This phenomenon should be prevented not cured

According to Save the Children, they have a project that is in the first stages to address this problem and there is a strong commitment to dealing with this matter.

Date of interview: 



20.08.03
Location of interview: 



Prishtina/Pristina
Name of the institution: 


      
World Vision

Name and position of the interviewed person/s:  
Tatjana Maisuradze, Community Development Project Manager
1. Is child labour (work done by children aged 5-15), in your opinion, a problem in Kosovo? Why? What is the impact?

It is a big problem (child vendors, trafficking, etc.). Children are exposed to risk because of the unhealthy environment in which they live. It influences their attendance at school. Children are exploited.

2. Are there more child labourers in urban or rural areas? More girls or boys? Among all ethnic group? Which age group in particular?  

· More in urban areas because opportunities are bigger. 

· Boys more exposed to work. In villages girls work a lot too. 

· I don’t have any information about ethnic divisions. 

· 10-15 is the group most at risk.

3. Are working children more at risk for not enrolling, not attending, and/or dropping out of school?

It certainly is a risk factor because of the working hours. Even when they go to school they don’t go regularly. 

4. Is there a specific population that is more at risk to get involved in work prematurely and therefore more likely to not attend school or to continue studying? Why? Do you have statistics? Do you know cases?

· Children in Prishtina/Pristina are the most at risk and in towns in general because children are coming from the surrounding areas to the town.

· 10-15 of age.

· Boys more at risk. 

5. Are there services and/or assistance available to prevent child labour, to protect working children, and/or to help their families? 

· There is no assistance

· CAD had an initiative for a shelter for street children. 

6. What, in your opinion, can and should be done to prevent child labour, to ensure education for all and to provide conditions for the full development of children?

· Children should go back to school

· Income generation initiative with families should be developed

· Trainings for awareness

· An assessment should be done to plan appropriate interventions. World Visions did a preliminary assessment of the issue of children in Prishtina/Prsitina and Podujeva. Findings indicated that poverty was the main cause and the goal was to develop interventions. 

Date of interview: 



21.08.03

Location of interview: 



Prishtina/Pristina
Name of the institution: 


         
Mercy Corps

Name and position of the interviewed person/s:
Kristian Griffith, Programme Manager

Rolla Khadduri, Manager of UNHCR, Returnees Programme
1. Is child labour (work done by children aged 5-15), in your opinion, a problem in Kosovo? Why? What is the impact?

· From what we can see in the streets, it is a big problem.

· It would be very interesting to find out if children who work do not go to school. Statistics would be very important too. 

· Our impression is that there is a specific group of children that doesn’t have to work but they work for pocket money.

· Work of children interferes with the education, causes health problems, and is a way to exploit children. The huge responsibility to take care of the family that some children have to carry on their shoulders is very damaging.

2. Are there more child labourers in urban or rural areas? More girls or boys? Among all ethnic group? Which age group in particular?  

· It is easier to be seen in urban areas but we think that it is more present in rural areas. 

· More boys

· RAE children are more represented in the category of street beggars.

· They are kids that are coming lately from Albania to beg.

3. Are working children at higher risk for not enrolling, not attending, and/or dropping out of school?

Work is definitely a factor for children not enrolling, not attending, and dropping out.

4. Is there a specific population more at risk to get involved in work prematurely and therefore more likely to not attend school or to continue studying? Why? Do you have statistics? Do you know cases?

· Populations that migrate from rural to urban areas are more at risk because of the poverty that they generally face in cities.

· Children in rural areas because there is more work 

· The returnees of HRE communities because when they come back usually their houses are burned and they don’t have any work and so on. 

5. Are there services and/or assistance available to prevent child labour, to protect working children, and to help their families? 

· Social Assistance that is provided from the social welfare system for children but that is very limited

· For some of the minority groups there is specific support for children (for example Red Cross Serbia helps children in Strpce)

· We aren’t aware of other services available. 

6. In your opinion, what can and should be done to prevent child labour, to ensure education for all and to provide conditions for the full development of children?

· Provision of small accessible safe places for working children where it would be possible for them to interact and health and other services could be provided. 

· Economy in general should be improved

· Police should not be part of the solution for the issue of child labour. 

Date of interview: 



20.08.03
Location of interview: 



Prishtina/Pristina
Name of the institution: 


      
Catholic Relief Service (CRS)

Name and position of the interviewed person/s:
Florent Vranica, Project Manager of Education Programme

1. Is child labour (work done by children aged 5-15), in your opinion, a problem in Kosovo? Why? What is the impact?

Yes, it is a reality in Kosovo. The Convention on the Rights of the Child forbids child labour. Society and parents should provide good conditions so that children will not have to work. Most of the children are maltreated by parents.

2. Are there more child labourers in urban or rural areas? More girls or boys? Among all ethnic group? Which age group in particular?  

· In general it is more evident in urban areas. Work in rural areas is easier.

· More boys. 

· At present more Albanians (from Albania too)

· Age group 10-12 and 12-15 are more at risk. 

3. Are working children at higher risk for not enrolling, not attending, and/or dropping out of school?

· Most of all it influences the quality of education of the child. 

· Because of the circumstances, it also causes children not to attend school. 

4. Is there a specific population more at risk to get involved in work prematurely and therefore more likely to not attend school or to continue studying? Why? Do you have statistics? Do you know cases?

· Most of the populations that migrated from the village to town maltreat their children.

· Children of uneducated families

· Children of displaced families

· Girls are always of secondary place when there is a case to give priority to children’s education 

5. Are there services and/or assistance available to prevent child labour, to protect working children, and/or to help their families? 

· It is the Center of Social Work that oversees these things in one aspect

· There are no services for the moment

· Juridical system does not deal with this phenomenon 

· CAD has worked with delinquent, smoking children etc. 

6. What, in your opinion, can and should be done to prevent child labour, to ensure education for all and to provide conditions for the full development of children?

· Repairing the actual infrastructures 

· Inter-ministry committee is now working to create an office for children’s rights, near to Prime Minister’s office. 

· In 18 municipalities CRS has achieved to create the position of the coordinator in the sector for children’s rights.

· Police should take more care of these children

· More partnership between parents and schools 

· Raise the awareness of parents for this issue

· Center of Social Work should identify and process these cases

· Social services should be enforced

Date of interview: 



1.10.03
Location of interview: 



Prishtina/Pristina
Name of the institution: 


      
CARE International

Name and position of the interviewed person/s:
Dawn Wadlow, Deputy Mission Director

1. Is child labour (work done by children aged 5-15), in your opinion, a problem in Kosovo? Why? What is the impact?

Yes, and it is becoming increasingly so. Kosovo faces enormous challenges economically which left un-addressed will push more people under the poverty line and into absolute poverty. Unemployment rates for those under 25 years of age are over 60% and growing. This will put significant pressures on the incomes of families and push increasing numbers of children into the informal labour market.
2. Are there more child labourers in urban or rural areas? More girls or boys? Among all ethnic group? Which age group in particular?  

Child labour is more visible in the urban areas as these children are working outside the home. However, the rural areas have a significant number of “hidden” child labour, particularly girls working at home (unpaid). It affects both genders and all ethnic groups. Yet, one sees more minority RAE children than others relative to the percentage of the population.  
3. Are working children at higher risk for not enrolling, not attending, and/or dropping out of school?

Yes, they are but it differs depending on the ethnic community.  For example, RAE children are more inclined not to attend school or be absent from it. This is complicated by other factors such as discrimination and harassment.  

4. Is there a specific population because of location, ethnicity, age, and/or gender more at risk to get involved in work prematurely and therefore more likely to not attend school or to continue studying? Why? Do you know cases?

RAE as mentioned above. Yes, this is evident, and we have observed this in our programmes.

5. Are there services or assistance available to prevent child labour, to protect working children, and/or to help their families? 

Not really. Efforts are underway by the local government to respond to this through children’s rights coordinators, etc. However, reliable social services in this area are not present. The CSWs are overworked and only focus on statutory issues. INGOs help fill the gap in some geographic areas.
6. What, in your opinion, can and should be done to prevent child labour, to ensure education for all and to provide conditions for the full development of children?
· Interventions that seek to improve household livelihood security, particularly economic security.

· Introduction of children’s rights curriculum into the education system.

· Raising awareness among parents of the right of children to a full education.

Date of interview: 



12.08.03
Location of interview: 



Prizren
Name of the institution: 


         
Red Cross

Name and position of the interviewed person/s:
Fatmir Lipoveci, Director
1. Is child labour (work done of children aged 5-15), in your opinion, a problem in Kosovo? Why? What is the impact?

· Of course it is. 

· The main reason is the economic situation. 

· According to our research, children are also being maltreated. 

· The impact of this is that they become more aggressive, etc. 

· The biggest risk is abuse of drugs and other substances and criminal acts. 

· Most of these children don’t go to school. 

2. Are there more child labourers in urban or rural areas? More girls or boys? Among all ethnic group? Which age group in particular?  

· More in developed urban areas

· More boys but there are also a lot of girls.

· In Prizren, only Albanians are exposed to work

· Age group 10-12 are more at risk

3. Are working children at higher risk for not enrolling, not attending, and/or dropping out of school?

It is a big risk factor.

4. Is there a specific population more at risk to get involved in work prematurely and therefore more likely to not attend school or to continue studying? Why? Do you have statistics? Do you know cases?

Two children from Albania beg in streets of Prishtina/Pristina and Prizren.

5. Are there services or assistance available to prevent child labour, to protect working children, and/or to help their families? 

· Some of the families take social assistance but most of them don’t. 

· The Center for Social Work doesn’t give any assistance for the moment.

· Education system doesn’t do much about this. 

6. What, in your opinion, can and should be done to prevent child labour, to ensure education for all, and to provide conditions for the full development of children?

· Center for Social Work, schools, different NGO’s, communities should collaborate more in this aspect. 

· Every school must have prevention programmes (Libraries at school etc)

Red Cross has a project in the municipality of Prizren for street children. 

They also have a project for the reintegration of schools financed by the Spanish Red Cross (208 interviewed children, 32 street children).

Date of interview:



08.08.03
Location of interview: 



Peja/Pec
Name of the institution: 


      
ECT

Name and position of the interviewed person/s:
Cbece, Project Manager of Community based Early Child Education 

1. Is child labour (work done by children aged 5-15), in your opinion, a problem in Kosovo? Why? What is the impact?

· Yes.

· Economic conditions. Great unemployment. Work for existence. 

· In some rare cases it is part of tradition

· School drop out, smoking (health risk) etc.

2. Are there more child labourers in urban or rural areas? More girls or boys? Among all ethnic group? Which age group in particular?  

· In urban areas

· No ethnic divisions

· Boys 

· Age 10-15

3. Are working children at higher risk for not enrolling, not attending, and/or dropping out of school?

Yes it is a big risk.

· Don’t go to school regularly.

· There are cases when they drop out of school. 

4. Is there a specific population more at risk to get involved in work prematurely and therefore more likely to not attend school or to continue studying? Why? Do you have statistics? Do you know cases?

One big concern is the age.  There are no ethnic, age or gender differences.

5. Are there services or assistance available to prevent child labour, to protect working children, and to help their families? 

· Peja/Pec has not any kind of governmental or non-governmental service. 

· Some local NGO’s work in this issue, i.e., NGO Democratic Initiative for Human Rights has organised round tables.  

6. What, in your opinion, can and should be done to prevent child labour, to ensure education for all and to provide conditions for the full development of children?

· Raise awareness levels among governmental groups, local institutions, parents etc

· Increase socio-economic welfare

· Increase the collaboration between institutions that take care of children.

Date of interview: 



11.08.03
Location of interview: 



Gjilan/Gnjilane 
Name of the institution: 


         
LIRIA

Name and position of the interviewed person/s:     Sheribane Mehmeli, Juridical Advisor

1. Is child labour (work done by children aged 5-15), in your opinion, a problem in Kosovo? Why? What is the impact?

Yes it is a big problem. 

2. Are there more child labourers in urban or rural areas? More girls or boys? Among all ethnic group? Which age group in particular?  

· More in urban areas. 

· More boys.

· Mainly Albanians. 

· Usually from 11-15 years old. 

3. Are working children at higher risk for not enrolling, not attending, and/or dropping out of school?

· Lack of interest for school is the most significant risk factor. 

· There is very low concern of national and international institutions.

4. Is there a specific population that is more at risk to get involved in work prematurely and therefore more likely to not attend school or to continue studying? Why? Do you have statistics? Do you know cases?

There are cases that girls don’t go to school because of the difficult economic situation. 

5. Are there services or assistance available to prevent child labour, to protect working children, and/or to help their families? 

There is no institution that takes care of this issue. 

6. What, in your opinion, can and should be done to prevent child labour, to ensure education for all and to provide conditions for the full development of children?

· Increase employment of parents

· Strengthen the economy

Date of interview: 



13.08.03
Location of interview: 



Gjilan/Gnjilane
Name of the institution: 


      
Women’s NGO VLERA, Gjilan/Gnjilane 

Name and position of the interviewed person/s:  
Harushe Bjarami, Coordinator
1. Is child labour (work done by children aged 5-15), in your opinion, a problem in Kosovo? Why? What is the impact?

· It is a big problem and concern for our society. 

· The main reason is the hard economic situation. Work negatively impacts the education of children because they get behind when they have to work. 

2. Are there more child labourers in urban or rural areas? More girls or boys? Among all ethnic group? Which age group in particular?  

· More in towns and the situation is getting worse. Also in villages there is child labour because children come from the villages to towns to work.

· More boys. 

· More Albanians. 

3. Are working children at higher risk for not enrolling, not attending, and/or dropping out of school?

This is a big risk factor. According to the information we have received, there are many children who have dropped out of school. Parents should be more aware of that. 

4. Is there a specific population that is more at risk to get involved in work prematurely and therefore more likely not to not attend school or to continue studying? Why? Do you have statistics? Do you know cases?

· Children from poor families are more at risk to work.

· In the mountainous areas, girls leave school at the age of 13. 

5. Are there services or assistance available to prevent child labour, to protect working children, and/or to help their families? 

We don’t know who deals with such a thing but everyone in society should deal with this. 

6. In your opinion, what can and should be done to prevent child labour, to ensure education for all and to provide conditions for the full development of children?

· Raise the awareness levels of the society including parents, schools, etc. 

· Increase collaboration between institutions, i.e., schools with parents, etc.

· Increase employment of parents in general. 

